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TO ™MOM, DAD, RE, SCOTT, AND PATRICK






SEPTEMBER
uesga
First of all, let me get Somﬂ'\ihs S‘l'r‘nisj'\‘l‘-' This
is a JOURNAL, not a diary. T krow what it
says on the cover, but when Mom went out to
bu?' this thing T SPECIFICALLY 4old her to
get one that didn't say "c{inr}(“ onh it.

Great. All T need is for some Jerk 1o catch me
ca ;hs +’nFs book o.rouh& nhd Sd' ‘H\: wrohg Eclr.u..

"n\e. D‘H\cr‘ ﬂ'\ihs I. want to clear vp ris’n‘!' nwu?'
is that this was MOM’s idea, not mine.

But if she thinks T'm going to write down my
"-Fech’hss" in here or whatever, she's crazy. So
Just dont expect me o be all “Dear D.'a.ry' +his
and “Dear Pinry" +hat.



The ohly reason 1 ue,ree:i to do this at all is
because T figure later on when T'm rich and
famous, T'll have better -Hhihss to do then
answer Peo?lc's s-h.;pi& questions all Jn}e lohg. So
this book is gonha come ih h:mdy.

Like T said, Tl be famous one Jay, but for row
T'm stuck in mddle school with a bunch of morons.




Let me Just say for the record that T think
mddle school is the dumbest idea ever invented.
You got kids like me who havent hit their
srow‘l'h sPur‘f }ﬂ:‘f mixed in with these 30rF!|n5 who
hc:d to sha.vc twice a du?r.

And then +5ney wohder "h_f bullyfhs is such a l:is
Proﬁlen in middle school.

If' it was vp to me, srd.&: levels wau‘d be based
oh heighh not age. But then u.ath, T guess
+hat would mean kids like Chirag Gup‘fu would
still be in the first srude.



T”‘J"')’ is the first Jn?! of school, and r.'sH' oW

were Jus*l‘ warting around for the teacher to hu
up and finish the seating chart. So T figured T
Msh-l' as well write in this book 4o pass +he time.

the way, let me give you sore 5004 advice, On
e first ay of school, you got o be real careful
where ):ou sit. You walk into the classroom and Jus+
plunk your stuff down on any old desk and +the
next +{m3 you know the teacher is Sn?'iha—

1 HOPE YOU ALL LIKE
WHERE YOURE SITTING,
BECAUSE THESE ARE YOUR

So in this class, T got stuck with Chris Hos:7 in

front of me and Lionel James in back of me.

'+



Jason Brill came in late and almos+ sat to m
rish—l', but |utk|'!)( 1 s-h:??r.& that from }m??ehihs
at +he last second.

Nex+ ?:n'nd, I should Jus‘l' sit in the middle of a
bunch of hot girls as soon as T step in the
room. But T guess if T do that, it just proves
I didn+ learn °h7+h;h5 from las+ ye:a.r.

WHY,
CERTAINLY!



Man, T dont know WHAT is vp with girls these
&u:(S- T+ used 4o be a whole o+ simpler back in
:'|¢r-£h+ar'>( Schoo‘. ﬂ\c deal wads, if ?lou were ‘ﬂ'\t
fastest runner in your class, you got all the sir1s.

And in the fifth srude, the fastest runner was
Ronnie P"'.:Ca?r.

a zm,
ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ

Nowadays, i+s a whole lot more corn?iimhd. Now
its about the kind of clothes you wear or how
rich you are or if you have a cute butt or whatever,
And kids like Ronnie McCoy are Scruk\ﬂihs +heir
heads wohdtn'hs what +the {cck hn??chad-.

The most Fa?ulnr ba}( in my Srudt s Br?'ce.

Anderson. The thing that really stinks is that
T have ALWAYS been into 3Fr|5; but kids like
Brycc have nhb{ come around in the last caupie

D‘F ;yzd.r‘s.



T remember how Bryc: used to act back in

elementar: schooi.
GIRLS ARE
STINKY
POOS!
%.% : u% % 3%

But of course now I dont se‘l' u.hy‘ credit for
sﬁckihs with the girls all +his time.

Like I suF.:l, Bryct is the most Pa?ulur kid in our
srncl-t, so that leaves all the rest of us su?fs
scrambling for the other spots.

The best T can fisur: is that T'm somewhere
around SZnd or 53rd most popular this year.
But the 390& news is that T'm about 4o move
vp ohe s?a‘f bccaus: Chnr’li: pﬂEr.s 15 ubo\re me,
d.h& h:’s 5:++Ih3 :1-\.'5 braces next week.




1 +r)' to r.x?Imh all this Pa?uhrH‘y stoff o h?l
friend 'Fé'q:m..'h:)pr (who is ?rabaﬂ;( haverihs rig,H'
around the 150 mark, |>y the m?e:}, bt T +hink
it Juﬁ' goes in one ear and out the other with him.

w: hesga

To‘ia'y we had Phys Ed, so the first thing T
did when T get outside was sneak off +o +he
basketball court 4o see if the Cheese was still
there. And sure ehousjn, it was.

S )

b GV, . S




'ﬂ\d-l‘ ?iece of C}\euc has been s:‘-H'ihs on ‘Hn:
ankh? since last spring. T guess it mustie
dra??e& out of someones sandwich or SDME‘H‘\MS.
After a i:au?‘: of durs) the Cheese started aetting
all noH?‘ and M:Z Noﬁcd’y would ?lay basketball on
+he court where the Cheese was, even *I:housh +hat
was +he °h]}’ court that had a l-ao? with a ret.

Then one Jn:,', this kid named Darren Walsh
touched the Cheese with his 'Fihser, and +hat's
what started +this +hih3 called the Cheese Touch.
T+’ basically like the Cooties. Tf you get +he
Cheese Téluc(; {you’re stuck with i+ until you
pass i+ on to someone else.

£ B

‘n\r. oh|}( way to Pr‘o‘}ec'} }zaursaif from 'H".r.
Chttse "Emc 15 to cross ?r'm.-r -ﬁhsers.



But i#'s not that eqs?! remtmberihs +o kee? your
fingers crossed every moment of +he tln?;. T ended
up +uPEh3 mine +ase+her S0 +'|'\=I'J s-l'd)/ :rass:d
all the +ime. T gota D in han writing, but i+
was *h:-h:"y worth it.

'ﬂ'n's ohe kid‘ named ,A_I:v: Hdﬂ so'l' 'I'}\: Chc:s:
Teuch in A?rFI, and hobody would even come near
him for the rest of +the year. This summer Abe
moved away 4o California and +ook +he Cheese

'Toucl'\ wH'h H e

T Just ha?e someone doesnt start the Cheese
Touch up again, becavse T don+ need +hat kind

of stress in m?l life d.h?lmar't.

rsga

I'rr. hu\tihs 4 seriausly hdrd +ime sr.'H'Fhs used
+o the fact +hat summer is over and T have 4o
get out of bed every morning to go +o school.

H?l summer did not :xo.c-H?' get off 40 a great
start, thanks 4o y older brother Rodrick.
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A couple of &n}(s into summer vacation, Rodrick
woke me up in the middle of the hES}rI'. He +old
me L slc?'} ‘H‘\raus'h the whole summer, but +hat
iuckily T woke vp just in time for the first
da;,r of school.

You r-ish+ ‘Hﬁf-hk I was ?r'e:i-'l'f &uml: {or {a"f-h&
for that one, but Rodrick was dressed vp in his
school clothes and he set my alarm clock ahead 4o
make it look like it was the morning. Plus, he
closed my curtaing so T couldnt see that it was
still Jnr( out.

After Rodrick woke me up, IJuﬁ qot dressed and

went downstairs +o make ,.,7“1{ some breakfast,
like I de e\rer‘y ml‘hihs on a Schaol cln?(.

1



But T guess T must have made a pretty big
racket because the next 'ﬁ\ihﬂ T knew, Dad was
downs-tairs, ye"ihs at me for eating Cheerios at
3:00 in the morning.

T+ took me a mnute to figure out what the heck
was 3"“‘3 oh.

A'Hcr I &i&, I +old Dad ‘H\:ﬁ' Rodrick had
?1:1 ed a trick on me, and HE was the one that
should be Sc.‘H'i'ns y:”:d- at.

Dad walked down +o the basement +o chew
Rodrick out, and T 'fnsae:{ along. T couldnt
wait to see Rodrick 3e+ what was mm’hﬂ 4o him.

12



But Rodrick covered up Hs +racks Pre-H)ﬂ saod.
And 4o this dn;y, T'm sure Dad thinks T've

got a screw loose or something.

riga

'To&d{y at school we aot assiah:d +o rendihs groups.

"n'\:y dah"l' come rFsh‘l* out nhd- +ell vou if
oure in the Gifted group or the E{;s?e grovp,
vt you can -Fisure. it out ri35h+ away l:-?/ |aaﬁ:in3

at l.r. covers of +he books -H‘my hand out.

13



l' was pre disawafhi‘e& to find out 1 so-f
?u-l‘ in the Gifted group, because that Jus'i' mEans
a lot of extra work.

When they did +he screening at the end of last
yeo.r, T did n?’ best +o make sure T 50-1' ?u+ n
ﬂ-\a E.nsy group -Hwis ?(eur.

FRED PICKED UP

Mom is real ‘h'ﬁ!n‘l' with our ?rihn'?ul , so LIl bet
she s-tep?ed in and made sure I sa'l' Pu‘l‘ n +he
Gifted group nsaih.

Mom is ulm.;(s Su.yihs Tm a smart kid, but that
T Just dont "n??l?f" n?(sdf.

i)



But if there's one 'l'HhS I learned from Ro&rick,
its to set PeoPie's expectations real low so you
end up Surprising them b?i ?rac'h'cnu;r doing
ha'l'hihs at all.

RODRICK, I WANT YOUR
DIRTY UNDERWEAR OFF
THE KITCHEN TABLE

BEFORE I GET HOME



A-::'*‘uu.ﬂ?(, I'rn kind of slu& m?‘ ?lnh +o 5:+ ?u+
in the E—dS?' grovp &i&h“f work.

I Saw d :‘.au?lr. of ‘H\e "Bink 56.?(5 Boo" ki&s
holding their books vpside down, and T don+t
+hink 'i'}ne}r were Jokihs.

Saturda
Well, +he first week of school is -ﬁhnl.ly over, so
*I'o.:l:o.?- T sie?Jr in

Most kids wake vp end?l on Saturday to watch
cartoons or whatever, but not me. The ohiy' reason
T get out of bed at all on weekends is because
n\':h'l‘untl?'; I can+ stand the +aste of ny owh
breath anymore.

16



Uhforjruhnﬂl?', Dad wakes vp at 6:00 in the
morning ho matter WHAT Ja.?' of the week i+
is, and he is not real considerate of the fact
that T am +r}n'h3 to thjo?‘ r-.?z Sn-h.rrdnf like

a hormal F:rsm-\.

T didnt have uh?rﬂninﬂ to do i'n&a?e so T Just
}\cm}ed vp +to ROW'EY‘S housr..

Rawl:;{ is ‘i‘:chrﬁca.ll)i my best friend, but that is
Je{ih[ﬂiy sub ch‘i' +o '-!ﬁﬂhst-

]:'\fe been n.\mi&iha Rawlt?' since the first Ju}r of
school, when he did samﬂihﬂ +hat reall)'

ﬁhmy!.t.jl me.



We were SE'H'fhs our stuff from our lockers at
the end of the dﬂ?", and Rowle?f came up to me

aml su.i&—
WANT TO COME OVER
TO MY HOUSE AND
@\‘AYYY? :

I
O\

8

T Kave +old Rowlef at least a billion times +hat
haw ‘r!'m'l' were in middle schoo] ; ?(ou‘rc su??as:&

+to Sn}( "l'mhs, out,” not "Pln?(." But no matter
how many noogjes T agive him, he ulwa?rs -Farseﬂ
the next time.

Tve been -l'r}fihs 4o be a lot more careful about

image ever Since 5 8 got to middle school. But
hu.'-fihs Rowlc?r around is Jr.{ihi'h:l?( not hdFihs.

18



T et Rowlc?r a few years ago when he moved
into my hei&hbor‘hoﬂd.

His mom baus]\‘l’ him this book called “How +o
Make Friends in New Places,” and he came +o
my house ’rr}yihﬂ all these dumb simr-icks.

T guess T kind of felt sorry for Rnwlef, and T
decided to take him under rw;{ wihs.

i+’5 been sruﬁ' }‘\a.'dihs Hm arouhd , mostl because
T get to use all +he +ricks Rodrick pulls on ME.

19
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DID YOU KNOW THAT IF YOUR HAND
1S BIGGER THAN YOUR FACE ITS A
SIGN OF "LOW INTELLIGEMNCE"?

%) o




Mongda:

You know how T said T ?ldy all sorts of prdhks
oh Rowle?'? Well, T have a li+He brother named
Muhhy, and T could NEVER 3:1‘ u.'miy with
pulling any of that stuff on him.

Mom and Pad ?ro'ftc'f Mnhhy like he’s a Prihcc or
s.ane-thS. And he never gets in trovble, even if
he rto.ll;; deserves it.

Yeshr:!u.y, Muhh}( drew a st”—Pnﬁ‘ruH‘ on HK
bedroom door in permanent marker. T +hou3 t
Mom nh& Da& were renlly Sths +o let Hm ,mwt
it but as usual, 'I: was wrohg.

{AMM..‘.) ,

{fu

21



But the thing that bugs me the most about
Mnhhy is the nickname he has for me. When he
was a baby, he couldn’t pronhounce “brother,”
so he started cnllihs me "Bubb?r." And he
STILL calls me that row, even +’noua|1 I keui:
-l'r?(ihs +a 5!.1' Mom and Dad 4o make Hm S'h;?.

Luckil?l hone of n?‘ friends h.ve -Fouh& out ?e.‘h
but believe me, T have had some rr.nll?' close calls.

L4PPY BIRTHDAY, GREG |

HEY, THIS ONE
SAYS IT'S TO

i



Mo makes me help Mn.hhy get ready for school in
the morning. After T make Mahn}( his breakfast,
he carries his cereal bowl into the 'I'-'urvil?e room and

sits on his plastic ?o-H7.

Ahd when +s +ime for Hm +o go +o Jn}( care, lﬂc
3e+s vp ahd dur-:Ps w’nn-h'ur 5n£ didn+ eat n'sh-l- n
the toilet.

Mom is u!ways 3:H|'h3 on me about not -Fihis’nfhs

breakfast. But if she had to scrape corn
flakes ovt of 'I'*\e. bottom of a P|ns+§c ?a‘Hy
e\rer)r morhfl‘\a, s}\t wouldn+ ha.\re much of an
appetite either.

23



vesga

T dont know if T mentioned this before, but T
am SUPER 50:-& at video games. T bet I
could beat anyone in my Sro.de head-to-head.

Unfortunately, Dad does not Exdt'H?( appreciate
my skills. Hes ulwa.?‘s getting on me about going
out and Joihs somcﬂ\JhS “active.”

So tonight after dinner when Dad started
hassling me about going outside, T 4ried +o
explain how with video games, you can ?"'}’ sports
like football and Sotcer, and ?J'Ol.' dont even 3r.+ all
hot and sweui?'.

{44

But as usual, Dad didnt see my Ioslc

24



Da..:i 5 a ?re‘H}( smart &u?( in sehcr'o.l but wi'\ch
it comes to common sense, Sometimes I wonder

about \'\[h.

AM

e\

I'n sure Dm{ would ciismah‘l'lc h}f game S?fS"’EI"'!
if he could Fisure out how 1o do i+. But luckily,
the Feo?le who make these '1'\'1:'?135 make +hem
?nreh+~?r‘ooi"-.

DAG NAB
THESE FANCY




E-Ver?' time Dad kicks me out of the house 4o do
somﬂ\iha sPoH}(, T Just go up +o Rowle'y’s and
?lny h?' video games *ﬂ'\ere.

L:‘I'\-Foﬁuhahl:l,', the o‘n1:; games T can Pln}( at
Rowla?('s are ca.r-rn:f-hs games and stuff like +hat.

Because whenever T bn’hs a game up to Raw‘ley's
house, his dad looks it up on some parents’ Web
site. .-ﬂ\m]r if m‘y game ha.s ANY kind of ﬁs}ﬁihﬂ
or Violence in i+, he wont let us ?Iu?(.

T getting a litle sick of ?ia.yihs Formula One
Ra.c-'ha with Rowle?, because he's not a serious
gamer like me. All +hat You have 4o do +o beat
Rawicf i5 hdme your car Some-fhins ridiculous at

the beginning of the game.

26



And +hen when ?(ou pass Rawlt.?"s car, he Jus-l'
falls o ?i:tcs.

FRRT

—

An ""‘f' after T 30+ done M?‘Fu'hs the floor
wit Row!ey today, T headed home. T ran
+hrou5h the heig bor's s?rihkl.er a cauple +times +o
make it look like T was all sweaty, and that
seemed 4o do the trick for Dad.




But rﬂy trick l:rh& of bm:k{:ire:l ; because as soon
as Mom saw me, s'ht made me 90 uPS‘I'nirs and

take a shower.

NE nesga

'I: quess Dad must 'h:we been Pr:-H}( ha??y wi+h
himself for making me go outside yemr&a?r,
because he did i+ again +oc|af.

T+s geting r‘enll?e a.hha?(fha +o have to g0 vp to
Rowley's E-th'y time T want to ?qu a Video game.
There's this weird kid named ‘Freslc?( whe lives
hal{wdy between my house and Rowle}('s, and
Fresky s always hanging out in his front }rqr&.
So it's -Fre‘H'?‘ Nard to avoid him.

28



Frt&'t?! is in my Ph}rs Ed class at school, and he
has +his whole mdde—u? ldhsuase. Like when he
needs +o go to +he bathroom, he sn'ys—

-p ) i)

Us kids have Prc-H}( much 'Fisured Frealey out !:)1
now, but T dont think the teachers have renil?'
cnusH‘ on ?’r:i-.

"E;day, i ?rababl}( would have gone vp to Rowl:)rls
oh own nh)ma?(, because m}( l:n'crﬂ\er Redrick
a rZis band were ?r‘d:"‘idh& down in the basement.

29



Redrick’s band is REALLY awful, and T can't
stand I:leihs home when 'I'he?(’re hn\r;hs rehearsals.

His band is called “Loaded Pad?er, ohlr it's
sPelle& ‘Loded D-?er on Rodrick’s van.

You might think he spelled it that way +o make it
look cooler, but T bet if you +old Rodrick how
“Loaded DiaPcr" 5 r:n.“f sFelleJ, it would be news
to him.

Dad was usdihs-l' the idea of Rodrick s+qr+in3 4
band, but Mom was all for i+

51‘\:'5 'ﬂ‘-.c ohe w}\a baush‘f Rodrick "1.'5 firs+

&rum set.

30



T +hink Mom has +his idea that were all going
to learn 4o ?Iu instruments and then become one

of these -qu-il?‘ bands like you see on TV.

Dad reall;; hates heav?' metal, and that's the
kind of music Rodrick and his band ?ld:;. T dont
+hink Mom r‘enll}; cares what Rodrick Pln}es or listens
4o, because +o }mr, all music is +he same. In
fact, earlier today, Rodrick was Iishwhs to one
of his CDs in the -Fam‘l?r room, and Mom came in
and started cluhcihs.

3



That reall?e bvs&c:l Rodrick, so he drove off 4o
the store and came back fifteen minutes later
wi+}\ Some }\:ﬁd?'hohcs. A,hd +that Prc'H?( mc'h
took care of the ?rob!em.

ursga
ch-l-gr&a.}( Rodrick got a new he_n\r?' metal CD,
nh& it Jnn& one of those "“Parental Warhihsu
stickers on i+.

T have never gotten o listen to one of those
Parental Nunins CDs, because Mom and Dad never
let me bu)r +herm at the mall. So T realized +he ohly
way T was genha get a chance to listen +o
Rodrick’s CD was if T snuck i ovt of +the house.

This morhing, after Rodrick left, T called up 'Rawle?'
and told him to bring his CD Pla?'er 4o school.

32



‘ﬂ'\eh I went downh +o Rodrick’s room nh& +ook
the CD off his rack.

Youre not allowed +o bring personal music players
to school, so we had 4o wait to use i+ vntil after
lunch when the teachers let us outside. As soon
as we got the chance, me and Rowley snuck
nrauh& +-lh|: back of 'H\I: sr.Jnooi nh& |onclr.d vp
Rodrick’s CD.

But Rc-wle.)r forgot o put batteries in his CD
Ph?'er, 50 it was Fra‘H}( mch wor{'Hr.ss.

Then T came vp with this great idea for a game.
The awaf was to put the hau:l?hnh:s on your
}'xtn& a.hd ﬂ\ch +r)r +o shnk: '\‘}'\:m off wi+}\ou+
using your hands.

33



"n‘\: winher was whoever could shuke 'H".: hl:ﬂ.d-?]’\ohts
off in the shortest amount of time.

nlllllI |I

T had the record with seven and a .imhf seconds,
but T +hink T rm‘g,h+ have shook some of my
'Fi"ihss loose with that one.

Right in the middle of our game, Mrs. Craig came
around the cormer and cu.ush-i' us red-handed. She
+ook -H'\t. music Plu}{er awa.?l from me u'n& s+nr‘+cd-
c}\ewihs us out.

34



But T +hink she had +the wrong idea about what
we were doihs back there. She started 'I'cllihs us
how rock and roll is “evil” and how it's saihs +o

ruin our brains.

I was saihs +o +ell her ‘H’\cﬂ' ‘I’}‘.l:l"r. wcr‘cn'-i' even
any batteries in the CD ?la?r:r, bt T could 4ell she
didn’t want o be interrupted. So T just waited
unhil s}»e was dohr., and ‘H’reh I sa.i:l_. ”Yes, ma am.

But risjh-r when Mrs. Crui3 was about to let us
90, Rowlcz started blu{:#crihs about how he doesnt

want roc

and roll 4o ruin his "brains.”

Hams-H}r, sometimes T dont know about that I)O)(

35



riga

WCH, now Ij‘l‘e gone and done it.

Last h.-'s"rh after :\fe.ryoh: was in b:d, I snwck
downstairs to listen 1o Rodrick's CD on the
stereo in the -Far-ﬂ:; room.

T Prd' Ra&réck's New l-‘ea.dlehes oh and cranked
up +he volume REALLY Hsh. Then T hit "?lay."

(b 5

-
I
Ny

FFrS‘I', let me juﬁ sa;,v I can deﬁriﬂl?' mdershh&
w’n.y the Pu‘} that “Parental Warhihs" sticker
oh '\‘}‘\e D.

Bt T ah|?r 30-1‘ +o hear about ‘H“liﬂ)’ seconds of
the first song before T got inferrupted.

36



T+ tums oot T didnt have the heud?ha‘ms ?1"335&
into the stereo. So the music was actuall coming

+hrau3¥\ the SPEAKERS, not the hm&?homs.

ST

Dad marched me up to room and shut the
door behind I{"u'-r'\u, and then he said—

LETS YOU AND
™ME HAVE A TALK,

FRIEND.
oy

s
fi?z

]l




Whenever Dad says “friend” that way, you krow
oure in trouble. The first time Dad ever said
“friend” lke that to me, T didnt get that he was
being sarcastic. So T kind of let my guard down.

I :loh.’l' make ‘f"‘.d."" mistake nhy'marc.

Tonight, Dad yelled at me for about ten minutes,
and then T guess he decided he'd rather be in bed
+han s+a.hd.'h3 in y room in his underwear. He
+old me I was Srauhdt'.& from ?ln?(ihs video games
for two weeks, which is about what T tx?ec-h'.&.
T guess T should be 311& +hats all ke did.

The Soocl +h’h3 about Dad is that when he gets
mad, he cools off real qukk, and then it's over.

38



USun.Hy; if you mess up in front of Dad, he Just
throws whatever he's got in his hands at you-

GOOD TIME TO SCREW UP:

Mom has a TOTALLY different s+>(1e when i+
cormes to ?uhishm:h‘h TF vyou mess vp and Mom
catehes yous the first +h-'h3 she does is to take

a few &uys to ‘Ffsurt out what your ?uhishmth'l'
S%‘\Ould bt.
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Ahd w]\ﬂr. you'rr. wa.H'-'hs, Ycu do all +~hesa hice
things +o try 4o get off easier.

[ JUST DUSTED
THE DINING
ROOM FCR THE

But then after a few Ju}«s, rish-} when YOU
forget youre in trouble, that's when she lays it
on you.

Yo



Mgn&a?;
This video game ban is a whole lot -I'augher +than

T 'I'haush‘l' it would be. But at least T'm not the
ohl'y one in the -anily who's in trouble.

Rodrick’s in some hot water with Mom right now,
+o0. Muhhy got ahold of one of Rodrick’s }-.cn\r?
metal magazines, and one of the pages had a
picture of & woman in a bikini | ing across the
"\ood of a car. An:l 'I'he.h Hann;f braus"\'l' it into
Jn?e care for show-and-tell.

Spe W %}@
e

Ah}!‘«u}r, T dont think Mom was +oo hu??y about
getting that ?hohr. call,

l' saw the msn!.ih: mys:.lac, a.hd it haht.sﬂ}( wasnt
a‘n?('ﬂ'qihs fo get worked vp over. But Mom doesn’t
allow that kind of stuff in the house.

by £



Rodn’ck's Puh[ﬁ‘\mhf was that he :had +o danswer
a bunch of questions Mom wrote out for him.

Wka«zhm
ﬂwﬂ.-

]','m sorry women.
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W a

T'm sl srntheJ from ?la:,'ins video games, so
Hmh?« has been using my s.ys-rm. Mom went out and
{:ous,}ﬁ a whole bunch of educational video games,
and wnﬂ'uihg Nnhh:; ?lay +hem is lke torture.

The 3_00& news is that T -FihaHy Fl‘surcd ovt how
to get some of my games past Raw!e}es dad. T
Just put one of my discs in Mﬁhh?‘s "Discovering
+he f:\l?’nube‘f case, and thats all i+ takes.
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ursga
At school hdny, ﬂxe?- announced that student
so\r:n'\neh'l' elections are l:ornihs vp. 'T-;: be honest
th ou, 1’\& never had d.h'y interest in student
government. But when T started ‘ﬂ'\ih'ﬁihﬂ about
it I realized ac‘H'Fha :Iechd Tr':a.surer muH
TOTALLY l:q'\nhs: r-n?( Situation at sr.}-qoaL

WE CHEERLEADERS
ARE TIRED OF RIDING
TO GAMES IN THE
SAME BUS AS THE
NERDS IN THE BAND!




A_hd even better ...

WE JOCKS JUST
NEED AN AIR PUMP
TO INFLATE OUR
ONLY FOOTBALL.

Nobodf ever thinks about running for Treasurer,
because all anyone ever cares about are the l'.-.'a—
ticket positions like President and Vice President.
So I Fiau'r'e i 1 sish up ‘omorrow, +he
Treasurer job is prety much mine for the +aking.

rida
To ay, T went and put name on the list +o
run for Treasurer. Unfortunately, this kid named
Marty Porter is runhing for Treasurer, +oo, and
he’s real I)r'u}h)( at math. So +his nis}\-l‘ rot be as
easy as T -I'housq'ﬁ'.
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T +old Dad +hat T was runhing for student
government, and he seemed prety excited. T4
turns out he ran for student government when

he was my age, and he nr.'h.mlly won.

Dad &l-ig ‘ﬂ\r‘oush some old boxes in the basement

and found one of his :nmPnFsh PaS‘i'e'r's.

INTEGRITY
HONESTY
KNOW-HOW

VOTE
Frmkmtfemey
SECRETARY

I 'r}xous}ﬁ *ﬂ'w: ?as+er idea was ?r:'H)( 5&04; 50
]: asked Dad 4o drive me to the store to 3e+
some supplies. T loaded vp on poster board and
markers, and T spent the rest of the night
mukihs all m)f canPnish stuff. So lets Jus+ ho?t
+hese ?os-hers work.
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ngr_}&d.ag
T brought my posters in o school today, and T
have 4o su?t, ‘ﬂ'\t}( came out Pre'H'y SOOCK

° Do You Want °
MARTY PORTER

+o be nur

REASURER?

HEY, YOU'RE
DROPPING ALL
OUR MONEY, [ &=
YOU FOOL! A

P second grade Vi
MGI'"’Y Porter had head lice?
ITCH

- him
‘l'mcm r:.f/(:;a gu::ney?
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I started hnhsihs m?( Pos-hers up as sooh as 'I:
got in. But ﬂ\e?ﬂ were ohl?f up for about three
minutes before Vice Pr.'nu'Fa.l Ro‘y S?G‘H'trl them.

?
= "‘}
5| &

Mr. Ro)( said ?mu werent allowed +o write
“fabrications’ about the other candidates. So T
told Mr. Roy that the thing about the head lice
was true, and how it ?radicnlly closed down the
w}\ole schoul w‘\.r.h i+ hﬁ??thld.

But he took down all ters a . So today,
Hnr"\?' Porter was So:r:g nfm& hﬂ:ﬁ:\gwf la“i?c:)s
4o buy himself votes while r-n)r Pos-’r:rs were siﬁhs at
+he ?o‘Hom of Mr. Ro?rls trash can. T guess +his

means. my political career is o-F-Fiddlt?' over.
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OCTOBER
Monda
Well, i+s finally October, and there are ohl.y
+}~.ir+}( days lef+ until Halloween. Halloween is
my FAVORITE holr’&n?', even +hou3'h Mom says
1?:"- getting too old o g0 +rick-or-+r:a+?h3

nh?'rno'r'e .

Halloween is Dad’s favorite holiday, +oo, but for
a different reason. On Halloween night, while
all +he o’rher Pdnreh‘i‘s are ]'mh&ihs out cnhd k
Dad is hi&ihﬂ n +he bus}xes with a 553 +rns{:
can full of water.

A_hd if ath 'I'tthd.s:rs pass I)y‘ our &n’v:wuy, Jn:
drenches them.
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T'm not sure Dad really understands the concept
of Halloween. But T'm not gohha be the one who
spols his fun.

vl
Torﬁsh+ was the opening n;sH of +the Crossland
Hiﬂ"\ Schml haunted }\ouse, and I 3a+ Mom 4o

agree to take me and Rowlcy.

Rowlty showed vp at my house wearing his Halloween
costume from last }J‘ta.l". When T called him earlier
T +old him to Just wear regular dothes, but of
course he didnt listen.
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T 4ried not 4o let it bother me oo much, +hough.
Tve never been allowed to go to the Crossland
haunted house before, and T wasnt going to let
Rawlc?r run i+ for me. Rodrick has +old me all
about i, and Tve been |ook|h3 forward +o this
for about three ?:mrs

Ah wn.y, w%eh we 5o+ +to -H-\e entrance, 1
started having second thoughts about going in.

R *, o

Qﬁé’:@ e

But Mom seemed like she was in a hurr?' to get +his
over with, and she moved us dlohs. Once we were
+hr Dush +he gate, it was ohe scare after another.
'ﬂ\:r: were vum?i'r'ts Jum?ihs out at yai.- ahd ?eo?lt
without heads and all sorts of crazy stuff.
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But +|'1= warst ?u.r‘l' was ‘H’\fS area r.o."nd Chm’hsnw

Alle)y. There was this bis vy in a ho:key mask

and he had a REAL chainsaw. Rodrick told me
the chainsaw has a rubber blade, but T wasnt
+akih5 u‘ny‘ chahc:s.

RRRRRRRRRRRRR ¢

‘i
(]
"

Ris}ﬁ w}xe‘n it looked like -H\e :hn.ihsaw su?'
was going +o catch us, Mom 5+c??ed in and
bailed us out.




Mom made +he chainsaw 3"}' show us where the
exit was, and that was the end of our hauvnted
house h:'l:i:ﬁ:hcc rish"l' there. T guess it was a
litHe emiw.rrnssihs when Mom did that, but Tm
willing to let i+ go this one ime.

Saturda

The Crossland haunted house mllf got me -Fh.hkiha
Those guys were c}mrsihs five bucks o pop. and
+he line stretched ’hnl{wnf around the school.

T decided to make a haunted house of my own.
fq.c-hml!}e, T had o bring Rwlcy in on the deal,
because Mom wouldh“i' let me convert our first

floor into a full-out hnuh'ltd mansion.

T knew Rowlt;{'s dad wouldnt be crazy about the
idea, either, so we decided to buld the haunted
house in his basement and just not mention it to
his ?nreh-l's.

Me and Rawlr.y Sfth'l' most of -ﬂ-«: da cam'hs vp
with an awesome Plah for our haunted house.
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Here was our final plan:

HALL OF LAKE OF

MREN*‘I% 2 BLOOD BOTTOM-
A J
R

I dont mean o brns or uh;ﬁ*h?ns, but whn-i'
we came up with was WAY better than the
Crossland His\'\ School haunted house.

Ve realized we were gohna need 4o st.'l' ‘H'\e. word
out 'H'\n'f we were clths -ﬂ\r's 'ﬂ'.fhs, S0 we 3°+
Some PGPEI’ d.h& m&t U? d bl.l'mh O'F ﬂyers.
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T admit mn;rb: we stretched the truth a little
in our advertisement, but we had +o make sure

Pac-?k ad‘uu.")( showed up-

HAUNTED
JISUSE

Qe wiTH LIVE
w3 SHARKS!

32 SURREY STREET

ADMISSION : 50¢
3ZOOP-M-

the 4ime we finished putting the -ﬂ:,'ers vp
around the hﬁs"\borhwd and got back +o
Rowhyjs basement, it was o.lrcud)( 2:30, and we
ha&nl‘l' even started ?u‘HIhs +he actual hauhﬂ&
house +a3e+her ?r:+.

So we :.'\n& 4o cut Some corners from our

arisihnl Pldh.
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When 3:00 rolled drouh&, we looked autside 4o
see if anyone had showed uvp. And sure enough,
-ﬂ'\ar‘c were about 'hve.h‘l?' mf-ﬂ}\borhood krcls waiting
n line outside Rowl:?e's basement.

Now, T know our flyers said admission was fif-
cents, bu4 T. could see 'ﬂ'.o.‘i' we }'-.ud- a c]\uncc +o
make a kiﬂihs 'h:rr..

So T +old +he kids that admission was +wo bucks,
and +h: -Fivr‘ly-cch'f ‘H'\ihs was Jus*l' a ‘l}(?a.

The first kid +o l:oush up his 4wo bucks was
Shnm Srnella. Hf_ fﬂu'd his mone qhd we let ,nir'!

inside, and me and Rowl:?' +ook our ?asHiohs in

+he Hall of Screams.
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'ﬂ\: HqH of Screams was bnsim"}( a bed with me
and P\owh?l on either side of it.

I guess mn;;l:e_ we made -I',na Hn" of Screams a
li+tle +oo sca.r?e, because '\ni{wny +’nrau3h, Shdhl:
cwrled up in a ball underneath the bed. We tried
to get him 4o crawl out from under there, but
he wouldn't budsa.

1 started ﬂ\ihans about all +he rwhey we were
losing with this kid clogging vp the Hall of Screams,
and T knew we had to get him out of there, quick.

Eventually, Rowlefs dad came downstairs. A+
first T was haP? +to see Hm, becavse T +hau5"1+
he could }\cl? us drag Shane out from under the
bed and 53-1* our hauh-te& houS: crnhkihs nsain.



But Rawief's dad wasn+ rcd.Hy ina l"‘“?'F”l mood.

Rowley's dad wanted +o know what we were

Jofhs, and wh?( Shah: Snella was curled vp uhd:r
the bed.

We +old him -H'm‘f -I'he. basement was a ha.uh‘l'zd
housa, and +'hn'i‘ Shnhc Snella cu:'h.m“?f PAID
for us to do this 4o him. But Rmiey*s dad didnt

believe us.

T admit ‘H‘m'l‘ if y‘au looked arauhé, it didnt
renlll:f look like a havnted house. All we had time
to put +osa+hcr was the Hall of Screams and +he
Lake of Blood, wl'\ich was Jus-\‘ Rowhy's old
bqb;,' P"”l with half a bottle of ke-rc}wfu in it
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I "h"f:d +o s"how Rnwk:y's :lnd our nr';sfhnl Piuh
to prove that we raully were running a legitimate
OP:F&‘HOh, but he still didnt seem convinced.

T
LI

A.nd 4o make a inns S+or>( shar'h that was the
end of our haunted house.

The 3°°d news i5, Since Rowla?lls dad didnt
believe us, {'w. didn+ make us refund Sl:\uh:.s
mnh:y. So at least we clcur:& +wo bl.{ks 'h)cllu.?(.
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Suh a
Rawir_y ended up getting srouhdul for +hat whole
haunted house mess ?(:Sﬂr:lo. . He's not allowed +o

wa.'h:}\ TV for a we:k, AND ht's not allowed +o
have me over at his house during that ime.

That last part r:a.l.iy isnt fair, becavse thats
?thshihS me, and T didnt even do nh}r—thins
wrong. And now where am T supposed +o play
rn}/ video 3:“-:5?

Ah.ywq;,', T felt kind of bad for Rowiey. Se
‘l‘o‘rﬁsh‘i', T 4ried to make i+ up +o0 him. T 4urned
oh ohe of Row‘:?'.s favorite TV shows, and I
did a ?1:1?-57-?1&7 over the Phohc so he could
kind of experience it that way.

WOW! LOOK AT THE SIZE
OF THAT FLAMETHROWER!
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T did r"l?.’ best o kec? up w.'-’rh what was Sm'hs oh
on the screen, but to be honest with you, T
not sure if 'Rowie?' was getting the full effect.

A

A L“;\W_‘J\?
%—T_%l

/]

iucsglné

Well, awle.yis sro::hdiha s -I'-'ihnﬂf over, and Just
in time for Ha.ﬂawaeh_. too. I went vp to h's
hnusa 4o check out his costume, and T hﬂ.‘u’: +o
admit, Tm a little Jealous.

Rowley's Mom 39+ ,n-'h +’nF5 J:hish‘f costume ‘rhad"s
WAY cooler than his costume from last year.
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His krﬁe}ﬁ' outfit came with a helmet and a shield
and a real sword and EVERYTHING.

ST
e O

I’\re. hever hﬁd a s+are~5nu3"\‘l' costume before.
I still havent 'ﬁaurcd out what I’m gonna go as
tomorrow his,'rvl', so Tl ?rnbalﬂ}e Just throw
s::-rnc‘f-'hihs +osc'l'her at +he last minvte. T -Esure
my‘be I‘“ Br?hﬂ back 'ﬂ'\e. 'Tale:f aner Muw-y nsa.-'h.

But T +hink i+'s su??ose& 4o rain ‘tomarrow
hjgh-i', so that r--ie_\'vl‘ not be the smartest choice.
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Thn +he ?451' few }zears, +he grown-ups in r'?‘
heia}\iiorhood have been getting crahl:}( about

lame costumes, and Tm starting o +hink s
qc-l'ualk?( ha\rihs an effect on the amount of r.dm&)r
T'm br}hsihs in.

But T dont rcu.H?z have +ime 4o ?u+ +ose+her a
soa& costume, i:a:tﬁuse I'm n c‘wrse mf ?lﬁhhihs
out the best route for me and Rowhy +o take
tomorrow hish-t.

This ?'car Tve come vp with a ?hm +hat'll get us
at least twice ﬂxe mhdy we scored last ?'eo.r.
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Halloween

About an hour before we were SuP?oszJ to start
1'1'.'1:1:--::rr-'1'rea|.'l'r'r-.3J T s+l didnt have a costume.
At +hat point T was serinuﬂy ﬂ'\Fhkihs about
going as a r.nwbo? for the second ymr in a row.

But then Mom knocked at h}f door and "\uh&td-
me d ?iruh costume, with an e?'e ?d-hc}\ and a

hook dhd- a\teryi'hihs.

Row!c?‘ s}\owe:]: vp around 6:30 wea.rihs his
knight costume, but it didnt look ANYTHING
like it looked yesﬁ'er&nf.

Rowley's mom made all +hese sn'Ft‘I?' in?r’o‘\femh‘fs
1o 4, and you couldnt even +ell what he was
Su??osec{ +o be nhyrnore.
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She et out a 5-'3 hole in the front of the helmet
so he could see better, and covered him up in all
+h|'s reflective -htPe. She mde Hm wear Hs winter
coat underneath everything, and she replaced his
sword wi"rh a 5|aw stick.

I aro.JDch rn?' ?Jllowcﬁe, and me and Rowlc?'
started +o hedd out. But Mom s+a??£c|- us before
we could 3e+ out the door.




Man, T should have known there was a catch
when Mom gave me that costume.

T +old Mom there was no WAY we were +aking
Mahh?r with us, because we were going o N+ 152
houses in three hours. And plus, we were going
4o be on Snake Road, which is way oo dangerous
for a little kid like Mﬂhh?‘.

T should never have mentioned that last part,
because the next 'H'\Fhﬂ T knew, Mom was telling
Dad he had fo go along with vs to make sure we
didnt step foot outside our mis\-\borhmd. Dad
+ried 4o sr'uirm out of it, bt once Mom makes up

her mind, there’s no way you can change it.




Before we even got ovt of our own driveway, we
ran into our heisiwbor Mr. Mitchell and his kid
J—erer-?'. So of course THEY +a.33e& along with us.

Muhh;{ ahd J_:r\'.n?' meh’ﬁ' +rick-or-treat at a'n?f
houses with s?oolt}r decorations on them, so that
ruled out ?re-H)r much e\fer)( house on our block.

Dad and Mr. Mitchell started +a.lkih3 about
foothall or somi'hins, and r.\.'ery time ohe of them
wanted to make a ?m'h'l', 'I'Jne?!'d S'I'o? walan&.

BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH

BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH

So we were H‘H‘ins ohl}( about one l;musr. ?.'.ftl‘)(
+weh+y minutes.

67



After a cou?lc of hours, Dad and Mr. Mitchell
+ook the little kids home.

T was 31:!-&; because that meant me and Raw!ef
could take off. M?' Pi“mnsc was almost un?-ly,
so T wanted +o make up as much time as ?asséfﬂz.

A litte while later, Rawley told me he needed a
"?oﬁ?' break.” T made him hold off for another
Fori}'-ﬁ\re minwtes. But |:7r the time we got fo m
srm‘s Jmt.vse, i was ?r‘:'H}( clear 'H"-ﬂ‘}‘ if I didnt
let Row{:}e use the bathroom, i+ was gonna get messy.

So I told Rowhf if he wasn+ back outside in
one minvte, T was gonna start hei\aihs r-.?(sd( +o

}V-S t‘.ﬂh&}f.
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A_-F-rer Hm-h we headed back out on the road.
But i+ was al read?' 10:30, and T guess that's
when most grown-ups decide Halloween is over.

You can kind of tell because that's when -H\c?'
start :omih& +o ‘f’nc &oar’ in *‘rh:ir PGJnNGS nh&
sr"u‘u'hs ?mu ‘H‘\: evil eye.

We Jeddcc{ +o head ]hame. We hﬂ&c up @ lot mf
+ime after Dad and Mahh}e left, so T was ?r*e-H'y
satisfied with how much r,ahd:; we Fook in.

\plhch we were hnl{-rwn;,' home, H\is PFcku? +ruck
came rourihs &a\-m -H-\& street with a bunch of

high school kids in it.
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The kid in +he back was \\uHihs a fire erﬁhsms*wr,
and w}\r_h ‘I'#\: truck Pnssed b?r s, he oP:hech fire.

T Kave to give Rowie?' credit, because he blocked
about 95% of the water with his shield. And if
he hadnt done that, all our mhci;{ would have

soH'ah mnked.

When +he truck drove away, 1 ?‘eﬂc& out something
that T reareﬁed about two seconds later.




The driver slammed on +he brakes and he 4urned
his +ruck around. Me and Rawicy started running,
but +hose 9uys were ri3h+ oh our heels.

The a'nly P|ace T could think of that was safe
was Gramma's ,housz, S0 we cut +hro-u3}\ a couPLc
backyards +o 3e+ -H»-.ere. Gramma was in bed
alreddy, but T knew she kee?s 4 ke;{ vhder the
mat on her front ?orc}\.

Once we got inside, T looked out the window o see
if +hose guys had followed us, and sure choush,
'H\c;y did. T +ried to trick +them into leaving, but
-H-\ey wouldn+ bu&se-

g WELL, I GUESS NOW

'i THAT WE'RE SAFE IN
OUR OWN HOUSE,

YOU CANT GET US!

)



After a while, we realized the teenaaers were
3
going to wait us out, so we decided we were Jus+
gohha have 4o 5?:hd +he hish'l' at Gramma’s.
'ﬂwd-'r's w}xeh we started aetting cock 2 makin
9 3 Y 1]
mohkc}r noises at the teenagers and whatnot.

Well, at least T was mdl’.ihs mhke)f noises.
Rnwle)( was kind of hd.kihg owl naises, but T
SUBSS it was ‘rha Same sc'nernl i&ed..

T called Mom 4o +ell her we were going to crash
at Gramma's for -H-».e hﬁsh'h Bt Mom sounded
really mad on the ?}wahe.

She said i+ was a school ris‘h‘f, and that we had
to get home right that instant. So that meant
we were gonha have +o make a run for it.



T looked out the window, and this time, T didnt
see +he +ruck. But T knew those auys were Hdihg
somewhere and were jus-t +rth3 +o draw us out.

So we snuck out the back door, %oﬂnd over
Grammas fence, and ran all the way +o Snake
Road. T ﬂgured our chances were better there
because there arent ahy 5+ree+l-'3h+s.

Snake Road is s:a.ry e.haus,h on its owh wiﬂ'\ou+
having a truckload of teenagers hunting you
down. E.\'er?( time we Saw d car coming, we dove
into +the bushes. T+ mustve taken us a half
hour 4o 9o 100 ?'u.r&s.




But believe i+ or not, we made i+ all +he way
home without getting caue,h‘f. Neither one of us
let our sunr& down until we 301‘ to h}( &n\fewe?f‘.

But ris}ﬂ' 'H".t.h, ‘H‘\:r’: was -ﬂ‘\is awful scream, ahd

we Saw o b?ﬂ wave of water camihs +oward us.




Man, I farso'l' ALL about pad, ahd we 'l'o-hl]?ﬂ
Pm’J the ?rice for it.

‘J\“\:h me ahd Rowle so+ ihsi&e; we laid out all
our cqh&?' on the kitchen +able.

'ﬂ\e onl +Hh35 we could snl\msc WEre d cau?]e of
mirts +(

'I'oo'l'}‘\brushes Dr. Garrison gave us.

at were wr-:a.??ed in cellnP’nane, and +he

T +hink rext Halloween T Jus+ s-hi)( home and
moo:h Some Bu’l‘hr-lfihsers -F'r‘am -IJhe bowl Mom
kcr_?s on top of the refrigerator.



NOVEMBER
rsga
On the bus ride into school +o:]¢a.?', we Passad b?(
Gramma's house. T+ got rolled with toilet paper
last night, which T guess was no big surprise.

T do feel a little bad, becavse it looked like + was
gonna take a long time o clean vp- But on the
brish-l- side, Gramma is retired, so she Proﬁnbl?f
didnt have myﬁ'hina ?lahhb& for 'h'.-cin?! anyway.

Wednesda

Tn third ?eﬁ'o&; Mr. Underwood, our ?h}es Ed
teacher, announced +hat the boys will be &aihs, a
wresting unit for the next six weeks.
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I-If theres one 'H‘\ihs most Eoys n m}( schanl are
into, its Fro-{eﬁiohd wres*ﬂ[hs. So Mr.
Underwood m[a}ﬂ' as well have set off a bomb.

Lunch comes rislﬁ after P%;/s Ed, and the

cafeteria was a com?kh madhouse.

T dont know what the school is thinking having
a wres+lihs unit.

But T decided if T dont want +o get twisted
nto a Pre‘l’ul for the next nah'ﬂ'x and a hnl-r_. I,C.Jl
better do my homework on this wres-rlihs business.



So T rented a couple of video games to learn
some moves. And you know what? After a while,
T was rm"y starting to get the l:mhs of it.

DOES THIS
FEEL RIGHT?

Tn fact, the other kids in class had better
look out, because if I k:e? :Zis up, I could be a
real threat. .
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Then again, T better make sure T dont do
TOO SOO:L 'ﬂxis kld hamec{ Preston T"'lucH 501‘
named A‘I‘Ht‘l’e of ‘I';‘\e Month for beihs the best
?In‘yer in the basketball unit, so +|-1:?' put his
picture vp in +he }\nllwn?r.

® P Mudd °

Athlete of the
L. Month -

T+ +ook ?:o?le about five seconds 4o realize how
“P. Mudd" sounded when ?fou said i+ out Ioud,
and after that, i+ was all over for Preston.




ursSgad
Well, T found out +o&n)r that the kind of wresting
Mr. Underwood is m:Hhs is COMPLETELY
different from the kind 'H”-e?' do on TV.

First of all, we ’nd\fa +o wear 'ﬂ'ueSn 'Hqihss called
"sihsleﬂ," which look like +hese bu.-ﬂ-\?h& suits
-ﬂ\e’y vsed +o wear in the 1300s.

£ )

And second of all, there are no pile drivers or
'hi‘H'fhs ?eofle over the heads with chairs or
u.h?d'h{hs like +hat.

There's not even a ring with ropes around it.
T+s Just bus[mlly 4 sweaty mat that smells like
i+s never been washed before.
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Mr. Underwood started asking for volunteers so
he could demonstrate some wres’rlina holds, but
+’;\ere wds ho wn?‘ "J: was soihs Yo raise m}( hnh&.

Me and Rawli:?‘ -I'r‘ied +to ,née out in the back of
'Hnt 5 m hedar -ﬂw: curtain, but that's w’ntﬂ: 'ﬂ\c
girls were doing their gymhastics unit.

FHE
- L3
p— e

We 5u+ out of -i'here i oa \w i and we went
back to where +he rest of +}\e 3;75 Were.

Mr. Underwood sihslzﬁ me out, Frol:ubly because
T'm the 1-'5111'251' kid in the class, and he could
to0s§ me around hi+hou+ sﬁnfﬁhs Hnsr.l-l-’. Hr.
showed everybody how +o do all +hese -I‘Hhss
called a "half nelson” and a “reversal” and a
“takedown" and stuff like that.



When he was doing Hhis one move called the
“fireman’s carry,” T fel+ a breeze down below,
and T could tell my sins,]ﬂ wash + J-::-ihs a soo:l
Jol} l:ee?ihs me covered up-

That's when T thanked r-'-y lucky stars +he
suﬂs were on the other side of +he syrr.

1y

i

Mr. Underwood divided us vp into weight groups.
T was PrrH?l ha?w about that at firs-h
becavse i+ meant T wasnt goihg +o *\n\tr_ to
wrestle kids like Behhy Wells, who can bem]w-?rrss
250 pounds.
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But then T found out who T DID have 4o wreste,
and T would have traded for Behn}.' Wells in a

heartbeat.
GREG, YOU'LL BE
PAIRED UP WITH
FREGLEY HERE.
LI 3 s ; -

"

Fr:aief was the ohi;; kid |i3}\+ ehous,h to be in my
wzial-d' class. And nP?nrzh‘i‘l)f F“Si’)’ was Payu'hg
attention whe.h Mr. Uhderwaod was si\rihs
instructions, because he pinned me every which way
you could imagine. T spent my seventh period
3c+'|'[h3 WAY more familiar with Freshy than T
ever wanted to be.

8



vesda

This wresting unit has Totally turned our school
u?side down. Now kids are wres-Hhs in the hn"m?m
in the classrooms, you name it. BPut the fifteen
minutes after lunch where ﬂ‘\z?‘ let us outside is
'I"\e worst.

You cant walk five feet without tripping over o
cau?ie of kids going at it T Just *h'?' to keef-

r-l?l distance. And mark my words, one of these
fools is going o roll rigl'\-r onto the Cheese and
start the Cheese Touch all over again.
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M}r other 5[5 Frob!m is that T have 4o wreste
Frnsle_f every single da'y. But this morning 5 B
realized somﬂ'xihs. I{ I cah move out of
Fresleyis weisH class, T wont have 4o wrestle
him anymore.

So 'h:lda.}(, T stuffed m?( r.'|a'ﬂ~.cs wH‘h a ﬁuhr.h of
socks and shirts o get m}rsehc into the next
weigh'{' class.

But T was still oo Iish-l' to move vp.

T realized T was gonna hn‘e‘a ‘o sm'h weis'h‘l’ for
real. At first T thought T should just start
!audihs up onh Juhk food, but then T had a much
better chn.



T decided fo gan my weight in MUSCLE, rot fat.

Tve rever been all that inferested in getting in
s:hn?t before . but +his wr:s'ﬂihs urit hu.s made me
rethink things.

I -ﬁsur’c if I bulk up how, it l:ou]d n-:+uu'||7 come
in hnhd)r down the road.

The football unit is coming in +he spring, and
+he split the teams up into shirts and skins.
Ah& I ALWAYS se"r ?l.rl* on skins.

T +hink ‘H‘\ey do that 1o make all the ou-l-—o{-.ksho.?g
J:i&s <F:r.| nshnmr.& a{- ﬁ\:mSt.l\f:s.
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I\c I can ?m:k on some muscle now, Al be a

whole different s"l'or)' hext A?ril.

GREG HEFFLEY,
YOU'RE ON
SKINS.

’Ehish-h after dinner, T got Mom and Dad
+03e+3ner and told them my plan. T +old +hem T
was going to need some serious exercise equipment,
anhd some Weish‘l‘-scu'h ?auéen +o0.

T showed them some muscle magazihes o got at
the store so *H\e?ﬂ could see how ri??arl T was

soihs to be.
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Mom didn't reu.")f su.y nhy'}hiha at -Firs-r, but Dad
was ?reﬂy enthusiastic. T think he was Just
Slad T had a chnhse of heart from how T used
+o be wh:h I was a kid—

But Mom said if T wanted a weight set, T was
saih& +o have +o prove 'ﬂ'\u'l‘ I could stick 'm"Hﬁ
an exercise regimen. She said T could do that b
cloins, 5i+-u?s and Jurﬂ?ihs Jm:ks for two weeks.

I }\ad +o e::?hih 'H'\a'l‘ 'ﬂ'\e oh1?! wny +o 3e+
totally bulked vp is 4o get the kind of high-tech
machines +¥\:?' have at the s?m, but Mom didnt
wanht to ]'\r.nr it.



Then Dad said if T wanted a bench press, T
should keep my fingers crossed for Christmas.

But Christmas is a month and a half away. And
d 1 get ?ihheJ b}( Fr:shi ohe more time, L m

5ahha h:we a hervous bren cl-owh.

So it looks like Mom and Dad arent going to be
uh{ "-.r.i?. Ahd -I'ha.‘}‘ means I’m salhs to }\nve +to

take matters into m}r owh l‘.ahds, a5 usuval,

Saturda:

I couldnt wait o start hy weish'f-‘l'rnfhfhs
program +acla?'. Even 'I'hmsh Morm wouldnt let
e sz-l' the equi?mh-f T needed, T wasnt going
to let 'ﬂ'\a'l‘ hal& me back.
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So T went into the \Cridst and emP-h'e& out the
milk and orange juice and filled the Jugs with
sand. 'ﬂ\eh I +o.?eé them to a broonﬁkk, and
T had m)rsr.l\f a ?reH?( decent barbell.

After that, T made a bench press out of an
ironing board and some boxes. Once T had that
all set, T was rm&y to do some serious 1-'-F+ih3.

T needed a spotting partner, so T called
Rowle.?l. A_hd whe.h hz show:d up at rny' d-oor
wean'hs some ridiculous se‘h.aP, 'I krew I made
a mistake inviting him.

TN

10



T made Rawley use the bench press first, moS'I‘iy
becavse T wanted to see if the broomstick was
going to hold vp.

Hc did about five reps, and he was rea.dy ‘o
quit, but T wouldnt let him. That's what a
sood ‘h’uihEhS |.Jar+'ncr is fon to ?ush :,rau
be?'ahd your limits.

T knew Rowiey wasn+ going to be as serious
about we.‘shi’ Hﬂ'ihs as T was, so I decided +o
'h'_y out an e:t?r.rimeh‘l' 4o test his dedication.

Tn the middle of ROWIE;,"S set, T went and got
-H-\;s ?'hoh?z nose nn& mu;hc}\a Rodrick hns in his

Junk drawer.
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And r|3h+ when Rowk had the barbell in the
“down’ ?asmoh} 53 leqhed over and looked at him.

W3
g 3 ;g_

Sure emush , Rawiey TOTALLY lost his
concentration. He couldnt even 32"’ the barbell
off his chest. T ﬂ'wus}ﬁ about hel?ihs him out,
but then T realized that if Rcwizf didn't get
serious about worl:.'hs out, he was never going to

aet to my level.

GP*S?
S?UTT ER:

I eventually had 4o rescue }\im, because ha started
bi-h'hs the milk Jug o let the sand leak out.

P



After Rowl:?r got off the bench press, it was
time for my set. But Rawlc?' said he didnt feel
like warfcihs out anymore, and he went home.

You khow, I 'ﬁsur’e& hed ?u“ Sw'-;eﬂ\ihs ke that.
Bt T guess you cant tx?zc-l' :'-fer‘)mhe 1o have
the same ki of &!.d'ftn‘h'oh as }(ou.

Wednesda

T"J“}’ n Geosra.?h?' we l'w.:l a quiz, ﬁht.Jl I: l'mw.
to say, The been lnokiha forward +o this one for
a 1ah3 tire,

'ﬂ'\e 1u|'1 was on state CE?H'GJS, nh& I 5t in
-H'\g back of 'Hm: room, n'sh'!' next o H\is Sinh'l'
map of the United States. All the capitals are
written in big red print, so T knew T had +his
one in the bas.

13



But right before the test got started, Patty
Farrell ?i?cd vp from the front of +he reom.

{
&

PnHy +old Mr. Tra that he should cover up +he
United States map before we sa'l' started.

So +hanks +o Pn+|7‘, T ended vp ﬂuhkihg. the
quiz. And T will J:{M-hly be |Dol’lfhs for a m.?r
+o PeY her back for that one.

T4



ursga
Tu;hisi'ﬁ Mom came up +o n)v‘ room, d‘h& s]'\c 1\:& d
ﬂ;fr.r in her hand. As soon as T saw i+, T knew
EXACTLY w]'m'? it was.

T+ was an announcement that the school is l'm\f?hs

outs for a winter ?Lo. . Man, T should have
‘H‘\rawh +’nn+ 'H'qihs out w'\eh I saw it on ‘I:he
kitchen table.

T BEGGED her not to make me sigh up. Those
school ?Lnys are u.!w:zs musicals, and the last

thing T need is 4o have to sing a solo in front
of +he whole school.

But all rn)z bc&gihs seemed to do was make Mom
more Sure I shou‘cl do i+
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Mem sui& 'H'\t onl wd?l I was suihs to be
“well-rounded” was 5}( +r?ein3 different +Hh35.

Dad came in room tTo see whaﬁ was soihs oh.
T +old Dad ;Zn.-l' Mom was r--nkihs_ me Sigh up for
+he school ?In?r, and that if T had 4o start
soihs +o ?la?' ?ro.r.‘l'iczs, i+ would +o+u1|y mess up

m}( wef5|~;+-li1f-ﬁh3 schedule.

T knew that would make Dad +ake h?‘ side. Dad
and Mom arsue& for a few minutes, but Dad was

no match for Mom.

So that means tomorrow T've got o audition
for the school P!u}e.

riga
‘ﬂ"e ?!n?f ‘Hﬁc;(lr': doihs -ﬂ'\is chr i5 'uﬂ'\e Nizar&
of 02." ,-ﬁ. lo+ of kids came weari‘ns costumes for
-H-se Pur-rs -er?t were -lfym\g out for.
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'f\re never even seen the moVie, So for me, it
was like wu!l:ins into a freak show.

Mrs. Norton, the music director, made everyone
sing "M?; Cauh'h}' “Tis of Thee” so she could hear
our singing Voices. T did my singing tryouts with
a buhth of a-i'"\er bays whose moms made -H'\en
come, too. L 4ried 4o sing as quie-H)( as ?ossible,
but of course T got s.'hsled out, ah!ywn;.'.

97



T have ro idea what a "SoPr’d'm:" is, but from
+he way Some of the SHS were 3‘_33““3* T knew
it wasnt a 300& +}-..'h3.

Tryouts went on forever. The Srah.cl- finale came
with auvditions for poroﬂ'\y, who T guess is +the
lead churac'her in +he ?h?(.

y & ﬂwu‘g}ﬁ about -tr'y.'ns out for the part of +he
Witch, because T heard +hat in the P“‘}’J +he
Witch does all sorts of mean +th35 +o Pnra'l’-h}(.

But +hen samﬁod)r +old me theres a Good Witch
ah& a Bnd WHC}\, a.hd wi‘ﬂ'\ ||.-ck, I'd ehd vp
se'H‘ihs ?i'cked 4o be 'H'\f. Sa;?aht.
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A
T was ha?ihs Mrs. Norton would Just cut me from
the ?la?(, but ‘h:-dn?' she said that :‘o‘eryah: who
+ried out is going to get a part. Se 1uck?' me.

Mrs. Norton s]\owe& "'ﬂ'\e Wizard of Oz" movie
5o c'u'cr}(ohe would know the s-h-:ry. T was ing
to -ﬁgure out what part T should Play , but
?re.ﬁ-?' muc}\ eh‘ery charader hns +o sihg or &uhce
at one Foih"r or u.na'l'q'\er. But about haifwn
+}\rou5h the movie, T «Fiaur:cl out what part 1
wanted +o sigh up for. T'm going to sign vp to
be a Tree, because 1] ‘Hwe;/ don't have to sing
and ?.} ‘ﬂ'\c); s:‘f to bean D’ar’o‘ﬂ\?z with n??ies.
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Geﬁhe to peg PnH)' Farrell with apples in
front of a live audience would be y dream come
+rue. I r-m?‘ nt‘funli?/ have to thank Mom for
mkihs me do +his ?1"‘}' once i+s all over,

A‘H‘tl’ ‘I:he moVie el'u}r.f_’tJ I si&hed vp +o be 4 Trec.
Uh{ar"l'uhdhly, a bunch of other 30?15 had ‘I'h:
same idea as me, so T quess there are a lot of

auys who have a bone +o ?ick with Pa‘H}' Farrell.

Wedhesg[u.}:

Well, like Mom qlwqys says, be careful what you
wish for. T got ?-'Ckccl to be a Tree, but
dont know if +’nn+’s such a soo& -H'\ihs. 'ﬂ'se.
Tree costumes don+ 4c-h.-n.H?( have arm holes, so

1 quess that rules out any n??le—-throwihs.




1T s!waul& ?I’a{‘mlﬂ}( feel ""‘k}’ 'ﬂ'\u& 'I so‘f a
s?eukihe, part at all. 'ﬂwe!y had oo many kids
+I’)th3 out, and not ehous% roles, so ﬂ'\e?' had
to start rnd.l:i'ns up chnra.c‘l’ers.

Rc&my James +ried ovt 1o be the Tin Man, but
he 3a+ stuck wi'H\ l:m'hs ‘I"nr. S:hrub.

rnga
Remember how T said T was lucky fo get a
sPcukihS ?nr‘-f? Well, 1’0&:\)’ T found ovt T ohl}(
hwe one line in -I-’ne w]wol: ?tuy. I su{ it wheh
Dor'.o'l{'\?f ?Icks an d??tt off n)v‘ branch.
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'ﬂxﬁ means 1 have +o g0 1o a two-hour ?rnd-ice
e\r‘er‘?' r.}my Jus+ 50 I cah sa.); ohe s+uPi& word.

T starting to think Rodney James got a better
deal as the Shrub. Hc. found a way to sneak a
video game into Hs costume, and Tl bet +that
rcull.?( makes the +ime g0 b?d.

BEER

BOooR
BEER
BOoop

So now IJH Fhs +to -I'th: of wn)fs to se‘l' Mrs.
Norton +o kick me out of the \P!n . But when
you ohi'y have one word +o say, it’s reail;/ hard +o
mess up your lines.
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DECEMBER

ursda
ﬂ'\e P""‘f 15 ahly‘ a coo?!: of r.]:d?‘s amt?' 2 and I
have ro idea how were geing to pull +his ‘H‘\[hg off.

First of all, hobo&); ]\ns l:-o‘l'hert.& +o learn -H-m'r
lines, and +hats all Mrs. Norton's fault.

During rehearsal, Mrs. Norton w’nr's?ers everyane's
lines 4o +hen from 1‘"1: side of '|+.: s+d.3e.

I GET THAT

smmmma YOU'RE PRETTY!
f T'LL GET
' YOU, MY ) 2
\ PRETTY! / : |
S -0k 28
- 1L
N AN M

T wonder how i+s so-'hs to go rext Tws&u.?'
when Mrs. Norton is sitting at her piano +5n-'r‘+7'
-Fer.‘l' nwny.
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.":‘\hu‘ﬂ\er *hir\s +:|‘m+'5 screwins ever‘;y'+!.'\Fh3 up i5
+hat Mrs. Norton kr_f_Ps aJJihs hew scehes and
new characters.

Yesterday, she brought in this first-grader to
Pln}( PDTO‘P}\-YJS cl-os A To'h::. But 'l'od-a}( 4 -Hw.e. J:id's
mom tame ih and said s}\e wanted her :'\FH to
walk around on twe less, because crnwths, around
on all fours would be too "Jesrn&ihs."

}f_}i _

So now weve got a &03 +hat's gohha be wnlkiha
around on HS hind 1:35 for 'ﬂ'\e anole show.

But the worst change is that Mrs. Norton actually
wrote a sohg +]wn+ vs TREES ,nn\rc 4o 5“"5-
She said everyone “deserves” a chance 4o sihg

in the Fi“)"
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Se -I‘adn;f we spent an hour learning +he worst
song that's ever been written.

ﬂ'\nhk God Rodrick wont be in +,nr. audience 4o
see me humiliate nysel-!f. Mrs. Norton said +he
?la.?' is going o be a “semiformal occasion,” and
T know there's no way Rodrick is going to wear
a tie for a nid:“e school ?En}(.

But today wasn+t all bad. Toward the end of
?rnt-l'ice, Ar-:h.'a Ka“y‘ -I'nP?cd over Ro&ht.y James
and c}\i??e& his ‘h:crﬂ‘\ because !.'\r: couldnt stick
his arms out o break his fall.
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o=

Se 'ﬂ'\c saad news 15, +he.y’r: |.e+‘h'h5 us Trees
carve out arm hnles for 'ﬂwc ?erfarma.hce.

"ENSH was the Ei\g school ?rodwh'oh of "“The Wizard
of 0z." The first sign +hat things were not going o
go well ha??emd before the ?En;,' even started.

I was ?e.ekihs +}\rou31'~.
.Hm curtain o c\\eck out
how many Peo?le showed
up to see +he Pla.?(, and
guess w‘ho was s‘ruhl:l'-'hs
rie,l'\-l‘ up front? l""‘-?'
bro‘l'her ?\o&rick T wcar‘ih&

a cli?-oh +ie.
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He must }nwe found out I was sihsiha, and he
couldnt resist the chance 4o see me embarrass nyself.

The ?h.;,' was supposed to start at 8:00, but it got
clela.}rt& because Rndhe?' Jares had stage -frisl‘ﬁ‘.

Youd ‘Fuaun'. +hat someone whose Jal) it was +o sit
on the s*dse and do hoﬂ'\ihs could Juﬁ suck i+ vp
for one Performhce. But Ra:ihey wouldnt 50&3-&,
and e\‘r.h{'uull?ﬂ, his mom had 4o carry him off.

.
The ?L:;,r -F:'mll-y get started around 8:30.
Noho&}( could remember their lines, Just like T
?m&kﬁd, but Mrs. Norton ka?-? +Hnss moving
along with her piano.
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‘ﬂm #Zn:!' who ?In.'ytd- ‘ﬁ:ﬁ'o i:-r'ous\\"t' d stool and a
pile of comic books onto the stage, and that
+a+o.||)f ruined the whole "&osn effect.

\‘ﬂ-\zh it was time for 'l'ht. forest Scehe, me and
+,nc aﬂ\r.r Trees ha??ed into our ?osF'h'ons. 'ﬂ'\e
curtains rose, ahd when ﬂ\e?' did, T heard

Mahh;{'s Voice.
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Great. 'I hu\"t been able 4o kEE? 'H'\n‘f nickname
quiet for five years, and now all of the sudden
the whole town knew it. T could feel about 300
pairs of e?ecﬁalls ?th'I'eJ my way.

So T did some quitk nd-t}bbihs and T was able +o
deflect ‘H’m embarrassment over 4o Arr.}\ie KCH_Y'

But the ma yjor embarrassment was still on +he
\-my. \When T heard Mrs. Norton ?lo.,yihﬂ +he

first few bars of “We Three Trees,” T felt my
stomach JUHP-

I locked out at ‘H'\a uu&i:h:a, nhd T noticed
Rodrick was hnl&fhs a Video camera.
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T knew that if T sang the song and Rodrick
recorded i+, he would kae? +he tape forever and
vse + to humiiiuﬁe me for +l;1c rest of h?l life.

T didnt know what 4o &o, so when the time
came to start singhg, 44 Just kqﬂ' r"-?" mouth shut.

For a few seconds 'ﬂ‘\cr:, +hih3$ went OK. T
figured that if T didnt -I'e':thu.ﬂ?( sing the
song, +,ne.h Rodrick wouldh’-? hn\\'a ah)}-l'hiha +o
hol& over m}l "\an&. But after a few Se.cohds, ‘H'\e.
other Trees noticed T wasn't singing.
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'I guess ‘I‘}wtf mustve ﬂ'\uu&’:\‘l‘ I krew Somﬁ‘hihs
+hat +’na)/ didn't, so %e;,' stopped singing, +oo.

Now the three of us were just standing there,
hot sa?(fhs a word. Mrs. Norton must have
+!;\ou31'\+ we -Ifarso‘l' 'ﬂ*.e words to +he sohg,
because she came over +o the side of +he stage
and whispered the rest of the lyrics o us.




The song is onl about three minutes long, but
4o me it felt like an hour and a half. T was Jjust
?rnthS ‘H".r. curtaing would ao Jowh 50 we coul&
Lo? off the stage.

That's when T noticed Pa'Hy Farrell s-tnhdihs n
+he wfl'\ss. Ahd if looks could ki", us Trees would
be dead. She ?robnblr ‘H'mus’:rl- we were ruihing her
chances of ma.kihs it +|° Bfoo.cl-wn;{ or Eont.‘f.hih&.

I s

Seeing PnH‘)ﬁ Hnn&ihs +there reminded me wh}e T
sEgth vp to be a Tree in the first place.

» e
S e -
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Pre Soon, +he rest of -ﬁ\e Trtes started
ﬁ\r‘owihs a??les, to0. T think Toto even got in
on the act.

Somcbody knocked the glasses off of Pa‘H':;'s
head, and one of +he lenses broke. Mrs. Norton
}md +to s}\u'l‘ da\rm 'ﬂ'\e 'th after 'ﬂ'\n‘l‘, because
Pd.-HV can*t see two feet in front of her
without her glasses.

After the ?i“f was oVer, my {um'l}e went home
fose‘l'l'»er' . Mom had br’ou&H‘ a {:-ou-qut‘r of flowers,
and T guess -I"he?l were Su??ﬂ&ed- 4o be for me.
But s"nr. ended up Jrossihs 'H'q:m in -I!;\: +rash can
on the wa.y out the doer.

IJuﬁ' 1’10?5 +hat weryane who came to see the
?|ay was as entertained as I was.

£1EF
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Wednesda
Well, if one saocl -l'hihs came out of the ?la?;, it's
that T dont have +o wurry about the "Bubbr"

nickname uh)rrv-nr:.

I Saw Ar'ch'a Ke“y' sc'l-hhs }msSkr.l in -Ihe }\n"\m}(
after fifth Per‘Fad +at.1rd.}h so it looks like T can
-Fihn!l:/ start to breathe a li+tle easier.

Sunda

With all this stuff going oh at school, T
havent even had time 4o think about Christmas.
And it's less than ten Jnys n'n'a?(.
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Th fact, the ohi?l thing that tipped me off
-ﬂm-l‘ Cl-\ris-t‘ms was cor-ﬁha was wheh Rodrir.i: ?Lﬂ'
his wish list up oh the rcfﬁﬂem-rar.

4 Rodricks Wish P
List+

1. New drwns
2. New van

3. Shrunken head
i
<

e

T usudli?' make a !':is wish list :v:r,y year, but
this Christmas, all T really want is +this video
game called Twisted wimr!.

"Erish-f Md.hhy was going +5nrcu5h +he Christmas
catalog, fri:kihs out all the stuff he wants with
a 5:'3 red marker. Mﬁhh}} was circling every single
+o?l n ‘I"na ca+uias. He was even :Frdihs r:u."y
r.:t?ehs:"e‘e 'H'uhss like a sq'u.h'l' motorized car and

stuff like that.
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So :I: decided 4o s-h:? n and Si\fe him some Sood
his-bfo"!’hef‘ly advice.

I +old ’nin ‘H‘nﬁ if he circled stoff ﬂ'\d‘f was
too Eﬁ?ehsi\r:, he was saihs to end vp wi‘H'\ a
bunch of clothes for Christmas. T said he
should ‘jus-l' ?11'.‘: +hree or four mdiun-PrEcr_d-
sH:'I's 50 ]\a would end up wi-H\ a tou?le of
things he actually wanted.

But of course T"-.ahh?l Just went back +o circling
e\tcr}f‘l’}\ins again. S0 L quess he'll Just have +o
learn ‘H‘\e hnr& wn}{.

When T was seven, the oh1)r ’rh?hs z renﬂy
wanted for C'nr;s-rms was a Darbie Pream HOUSE-
And NOT becavse T like sirls' +o}es, like
Rodrick said.

8L



y Just ﬂmush‘* it would be a r'euﬂy awesome for+t
for rny +o?( soldiers.

When Mom and Dad saw my wish list that year,
‘Fher‘ gotina bﬁs ﬂ&l’ﬁ over i+. Dad said there was
o wu?( he was seﬁhs me a do"house) but Mom
said it was heum'?' for me 4o "ex?erimeh'f" with
whatever kind of +o?/s T wanted 4o Pln}( with.

Believe it or not 4 pa..:l actually wen '}hnﬁ' nrsurrtht
Dad told me to start my wish list over and pick
Some 'h:u;,rs +hat were more "n??ra?rin.-l'e" for boys.

But I hn\te a secret weapon w]'qeh i+ comes to
Christmas. M?e Uncle Charle alw?!s aets me whatever
T want. T 4old him T wanted the Barbie Dream
Housa* and "ha sa.id hz’d "moi: me up.



On Christmas, when Uncle Charlie gave me

gift, it was NOT what T asked for. He mustve
walked into the +o-'y store and ?icl:e& up the first
+Hh3 he Saw +hn.+ had +he word "“Barbie’

on it.

So if you ever see a Pic-’rure of me w’nerl: 1'rn
‘mldinﬂ a Beach Fun Barbie, now at least you
krow the whole story.

Dad wasn't real }m??y when he saw what Uncle
Chﬂr]ie 50‘1‘ me. He told me +o either ﬂ'\row it
out or 5.'\#, T awa;( ‘o c'\nrﬁy.

But I ke?'l' it u.hynn}l. .-':\hd OK, I admit m;y‘f}e
T +ook it out and P1d}{e& with it once or twice.
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T’na-r's %ow I ended up in +‘h: emersthcy room
+wo weeks later with a -Pahk Barbie shoe stuck up
hose. And believe me, Rodrick has never le+

me hear the end of THAT.

ursga
T'Jl"u'a}l‘f me and Mom went out 4o get a SF-F'I' for
+he Givir-.s Tree at church. The G."-rihg Tree is
ba.sir.u"?( a Secret Santa kind of 'ﬂ'\ihs wher: 70!:
get a shf-f for someohe wha is hcedy.

Mom Picked out & red wool sweater for our
GFVihs 'Tre: 3"7'

T tried to +alk Mom into getting something a
lot cooler, like a TV or a 5|us1hr'e. mt}\ihe or
something like that.
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Because r'husihr_ if all ?Jau so‘l' on Christmas was

a wool sweater,

T'm sure our Giving Tree 3y will +hrow his sweater
n -ﬂ-\e +ra.sh, a‘ohs wr'-f,n 'H'\t. +en cans of ?!a.r-ﬁ we
sent his way dm'[hs +he 'Thahl:ssi\rina Food Drive.

Chr‘iS‘fmﬂs

‘N’neh I woke up ﬂm.’s ml"‘l"\:'hs and went downstairs ?
'I';hr.re were about a million 3.-&5 under the Christmas
tree. But when T started diag,ihs arouh&, +here
were hm"d‘:/ any 3’4'-1‘5 with Py hame on them.
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But Mahh?( made out like a bandit. He got EVERY
si'nsle ﬁiﬁs he circled in the ca’mlas, ho lie. So
T bet he's slncl he didnt listen o me.

T did find o cou?ie ‘H\ihss with my name on
‘ﬂ'\cm, but 'H".e?( were ms-ﬂf books nhd socks a‘na
stuff like +hat.

T opened my gifts in the corner behind the
couch, because T dont like oPethﬂ sr'-Hs hear
Dad. Whenever someone opens a si{'l’, Dad SWoops
Fig.H in and cleans vp after them.
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T gave T"".dhh?‘ a -h:;r hehta?hr and T gave
Rodrick a book about rock bands. Rodrick gave
me d boak, oo, but of course he didnt wrap t.
The book he got me was "Best of Ll Cutie.”
“LY Cutie” is the worst comic in the hewspaper,
and Rodrick knows haw much I ]\nﬁ'e . I 1"nihk
+'nis is the -FourJrh ?ﬁ:ar n 4 row 'fve 3o++eh a
“L’il Cutie” book from him.

'I gave Mom and Dad -Hw'r 3|'-F+s. I 3&1’ 'ﬂ\cn
-H-\e Same kihd of ‘ﬂ\ihs every rear, but Part'n+s
eat that stuff up-
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The rest of the relatives started s}\owins up
around 11:00, and Uncle Charlie came at noon.

Uncle Charlie broush+ a bis 4rash bus £ull of
5I-F+s, and he Pu"t:l vy present out of the top
of the bas.

The ?n:kase was the exact ris]ﬁ size and Skﬂ-?f-
+o be a Twis-hd Wizard game, So T knew Uncle
C]'\a.dfc came 'l‘}\rouah for me. Mom so'f 'HM: camera
ren.d?' and T +ore open my 3-'-Pr.




But it was Just an 3«10 picture of Uncle Charlie.

1

\

1 guess T didnt do @ Spud Jab of }'\I&ihs my
disnF?oIh+meh+, and Mom got mad. Al T can sa
is, T slnd Tm sl a Ic.'d, becavse if T had
+o act }\u??}( about -ﬂ'\e kinds of SJ-F'l's Srowh-uPs
se'l‘, I dont 'H'\Fhk 'I could 'Pu" it off.
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T went up ‘o n'y room to take a break for a
wh.'l.e.. ,d‘ :auPla minutes later, Dad knocked on ny
door. He told me ]'\e had mf si{:'}‘ for me out in
-sz garage, and the reason i+ was out -H\ere was
becavse it was oo 5:'3 to wrap.

And when T walked down to +he garage, +here

was a brand-new weish-} set,




That +’nih3 must have cost a fortune. T didn+
have the heart to tell Dad that T kind of lost
interest in -ﬂ'wc whok wei&’nf-lfﬁﬂh& {'}'uhs w’neh
the wres+l.'h3 unit ended last week. So T Just
said "H-mhks" instead.

T think Dad was expecting me o drop down and
start &aiha some reps or sone-ﬂwihs i bt T Jus+
excused m}lsr_lf nnd went back inside.

At about 6:00, all the relatives cleared out.

I was si-H'iha oh -ﬂwc cauch wu-h:}‘\a'ha Mnhhy ?ln‘y
with his +°75' &el.’hs ?re-H?t S0 for m?'SEI‘F.
Then Mom came up to me and said +hat she
found a al'F‘I’ behih& +‘he ?tho wi'ﬂ\ l"'l?" name oh
i+, and it said, “From Santa.”

126



The box was \-my too Eis for Twisted Wizard 4 but
Mom Fulle:l the same "big box" trick on me last
:;r.ar w\'\ch shr. so‘l' me a memr); l:a.rr,l for ny
video game syshn.

Se T riP?eJ open +he \Po.ci:use and ?ulle& out my
?rtsth'h O'rd?' +|'\is wash + Twis*i'e.:! Wizard f
either. T+ was a gant red wool sweater.

At first T 'ﬁ\aua}ﬁ Mom was ?tnyiha some
kih& .::--f ?racﬁ(d Joka oh me, be{auﬁc -f}ﬁs
sweater was -H'\e. same kind we baush‘l‘ {or our
Gi\rihs Tree 31.7

But Mom seemed pre confused, +oo. She said
she pID bl.r)«' me a 'uri&eo game, uh& 'I’Jnn'l' s}\t ha&
ho idea what the sweater was du.iha in m)r box.



And then T figured it out. T +old Mom there
must have been some kind of nix—u?, and T 301‘
+he Gi\fihs_ Tree su?"s siﬁ', and he scﬂ' mine.

Mom said she used the same kind of wra??ihs
paper for both of our siﬁs, so Sha mustve
written -I’-'nc wrohg hames oh ‘H\: +n35.

But then Mom said that this was really a soad
H-\Ihg_, because the Givih& Tree auy was ?rcbd.bly
ren"?' \'m??;g he 30’1’ such o 5rea+ 3?‘[:1'.

128



T had 4o ei?ldu"h +hat yov need o game sys-hen
and & TV 4o ?la?' Twisted Wizard, so the game

was +o+all)r vseless 4o him.

Even +|'\oush my Christmas was not going +hat
great, T'm sure it was going a whole lot worse

for the Gi\‘:’ha Tree auy.

T kind of decided to throw in the towel for +this
Chris-}mns , and I hea&:& up +to Rowl.efs house.
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T -Forso-r to get a S_E-F-lr for Rawley, so T Jus-r
siuP?eJ a bow on the "Ll Cutie" book
Rodrick gave me.

Ah:i that seemed +o do the trick.

AT
i

Rowl:y’s parents have a lot of money, so T can
nlways court on -H\en for a soaJ 3|'F‘|‘

Bt Rcwle?r said that this )xur he Picknd out ry
S"H himself. Then he brOuSH‘ me outside to show

me whﬁ i+ was.
From the way Rowley was L}’F"hﬁ his present, 1

+hou3lw+ he must have gotten me a bi3~scrc=h
TV or a m'l'ar:)(:l: or sam'i'}\ihs.

130



But once again, T let my }w?es get too HS}\.

T

I
e

Tt

Rnwla?( 3o+ me a Bia Wheel. T guess T would
have +hnu3h+ +his was a cool Si-ﬂ when T was in
the third grade, but T have no idea what T'm
suP?ase& +o do hi‘l’h one now.

Rowle)r was so enthusiastic about it that T +ried
n?' best o act likt I wds h"'??}" nn}mn?ﬁ.

&3

We went back Fhside, and Rawle;/ showed me his
Christmas loot.



He sure 50+ a lot more stuff than T did. Hr_
even 3-:-1' Twis*l'e& Nizar&, so at least I cah ?Ia.'y
it when T come vp to his house. ﬂm-!- is, until
Rowh;f‘s dad finds out how violent it is.

Ah& Jnoy, ?'ou ]\a‘n‘t never Seen Someohneg as ]'\u?? as
Rowley with his "Ll Cutie” book. His mom saiz it
Was ’rze ohly -rhihs on his list that he didnt get.

Well, T'm sld.J SOMEONE 9ot what 'ﬂ\ey
wanted 'h:da?r.

ITS A
CHRISTMAS
MIRACLE!



ew Year's Eve
ih case ?‘Du.t't woh&erhs whq-l' I'rn duihs in r-u-y room
at 9:00 p:m on New Years Eve, let me il you in.

Earlier h&a?(, me and H:ihh?‘ were l-\arsihﬁ around in
+he basement. T found a tiny black ball of thread
on the mrfelr, and T +old Mnhhy it was a sPi.:lcr.

Then T held i+ over him ?re-teh&ihs like T was
saihs +o nake Hm eat i+,

YAAAAH!

Rigiﬂ' when T was about o let Huh‘h‘y g0, he
slo.??ed rny hand and made me &ro? the thread.
Ahr} quess whd‘f? 'ﬂ'\d‘l' {ool swu"uwcd it.

GULP
(.

s = o
-
]



Well, Hdhhy cam?h'i‘cl'y los+ his mind. He ran
u?sﬁ:rs 1o where Mom was, and T knew T was

in 13-3 trouble.
& A=

M
Mﬁhh?( told Mom T made him eat a s?néer T
+old her there was no s?der, and that it was
Just a -h'hf ball of thread.

SHIFF

Mom brou&h'f Mnhh}r over to the kitchen +able.
'ﬂ-.m 5}1: Fu—f a szed, a raisin, a.hcl a ar'a?e: oh a
?ln‘h: and +old P"'.u.hn).' +o ?oih-i- +o the +]1in3
'ﬂ'\u‘f was the closest in size 4o the Piecn of

thread he swallowed.
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Mahh}( took a while to look over the -l*Hhss on
+5ne ?laﬂ.

Then he walked over +o +he refrigerator and
Ful!ul out an orange.

So that's wh)( & got sent o bed at 7:00 and
T'm not downstairs m.‘!'chihg ‘H‘\c New Year's
Eve S?Etfdl on TV.

Ahd ‘fhd‘f‘S also an_Y r-.?l ohly Ne.w Yt.ar's
resolution is to never ?lo.?; with Muhh?l again.
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JANUARY
Wednesda

T found o way 4o have some fun with the Bia Wheel
P\owie?' got me for Christmas. T came up with this
gare where one 9wy rides down the hill and the
other guy tries 4o knock him off with a football.

Rowley was the first one down the hill, and T

was the +}xrower.

T+5 a lot harder 4o hit a moving target than T
‘ﬂ'\ous}rf. Plus, T didnt get a lot of practice. T+
took Rowley like +en mnutes +o walk +he Br& ‘wheel
back up the hill after every +rip down.
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Rowle;{ kq:-r nskihs to switch places and have me
be +he one who rides +he B{s Wheel, but Tm no
fool. That thing was hitting +}~..'r+?r~1f.'\fe miles an
}‘-our, and it didn+ have n.h?r brakes.

Ahywa)(, T never did knock Rowle;{ off the Br’s
Wheel 'h:dn;y. But T guess T have SorHE'l'Hha ‘o
work at over -I'he rest of C,nr.'s-l'mas vacation.

ursda
T was }\enJir\s up o Rawic?"s ‘t‘c-clay to play our
Bia Wheel game again, but Mom said T had o
-nfih:'sh rn?l Chris*l'mu.s +}\uhk-?‘ous before T went

out uhywhere.



31 'I'!'qoush'l‘ T could J_us*f crank out rn}r‘ 'ﬂ'\nhk-;(ou
cards in a half hour, but when i+ came 4o ud-uo.ll}v
er’Jhs ﬂxem, n?' mind went blank.

Let me tell you, it's not easy writing ”H\nhk—?'ou
notes for stuff you didnt want in the first place.

T started with the nonclothes items, becavse T
H\oush'i' *ﬂ\e}i‘& be easiest. But after 4wo or
-ﬂ*.rzc cnt'&s, I rea‘izad I was ?rarﬁcuﬂy wﬁ'ﬁhs
-ﬂ-.e Same +hih3 c\rer)r +ime.

So T wrote up a general form on the computer
with blanks for the ﬂ\inas that needed +o :hahae.
Wrﬁihs 'ﬂ\e cards from '{’her‘e was a breeze.
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Dear_fﬂ‘m'f' L}'did,

Thank you so much for the awesome eny clcPeA.'u !
How did you know [ wanted that for Christmas?

1 love the way the eh:;clofe:liu looks onmy  shelf !

All my friends will be so jealous that [ have my very own
en-c;rdo?&:hq .

Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, GI'E'S

H?' S?‘S"’:h worked out ?r‘E‘H?( well for 'H\E first
couple of Sif‘}s. but after that, not so much.

Dear Aunt Loretta,

Thank you so much for the awesome ants !
How did you know [ wanted that for Christmas?

Ilove the way the  pants  looks on my less !

All my friends will be so jealous that [ have my very own

Pnn'l's

Thank vou for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, Greg
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rida
T findlly knocked Rowle off the Br& Wheel +odn)4,
but i+ didnt \'\u??ch H‘m way T en?ed'e:l T was
‘I‘r?n'hs +o hit 1hu‘\n in ‘l‘"\e s:k‘\c--l..lldn.-.rJ but I mssar.l:
and the football went under the front tire.

Rowlef tried 4o break his fall b sticking out his
arms, but he landed pretty H-mrJ on his left
hand. T -ﬁsurer.l he'd Just shake i+ off and get
right back on the bike, but he didnt.

T tried +o cheer him vp, but all the Jokes +hat

usuu“?( crack him up weren+ warkf-hg.
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Se I knew }\e. must be hur“l' ?re.'Hy' bad.

HEY, LOOK AT ME!

Chr}ﬁ'ms Vacation s over, and now were back
at school. And you remember Rowl:;(s 315 Wheel
accident? Well, he broke his hand, and now he has
+o wear a cast. Ahd- +ad , e\f:r}(ahr. was tt’w&.‘hs
around “'-r'rn like he was a hera or Som'l'hihs.

YOUF'

ﬁ /.-5- n"b ”/rf%
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T 4ried to cash in on some of Rowh?"s new

Po?u1ur.‘+)u but i+ +n+a.ii?¢ backfired.

WHO BROKE
HIS HAND!

2 %ﬁ

A+ lunch a bunch of girls invited Rowle,y over o
their +able so ‘ﬂ'\t}( could FEED him.

What really +icks me off about -ﬂ‘\a'!' i5 'H'\n‘l'
Rcw'ley is right-handed, and it's his LEFT hand
that's broken. So he can feed himself Just fine.
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uesda
T redlized Rawle‘ys -hdur?r -I‘}uha is a ?rz-Hy
Saod rackeh so L decided it was +ime for me o
huh‘e ah |hJur?' D-F m)( owh.

T +ook some gavze from home, and T wr’a??cd
vp rn);‘ hnhn:l +o make i+ look like i was hur‘h

ITS A RAGING
INFECTION CAUSED BY
A SPLINTER THAT WAS
LEFT UNTREATED!

£ 8

T couldnt ﬂsure out wk +he n’ls werent
swarming me like the suarned Rnw!e?; but then
I rf.ul.r.r.d what ﬂ\a ?rob em Wds.

See, the cast is a great sinmick because eVEr}'uht
wahts to s-'sh +heir name on . But its not cxu:-fly
r.usy +o s.'sh gavze wH‘h a pen.
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So T came up with a solution that 1 ‘|'q'mu35n+
was Jus-f as 300&.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
BE THE FIRST OME
TO SIGN MY
SYMPATHY SHEET?

7

'ﬂ‘m'l' idea was a +otal l:u.-S'I‘, +o0. M?' l}dh&ase did
end vp attracting attention from a cauPle of

FeaPleJ but believe me, -ﬂ-.cy were hot the v?e
of ?mPla T was going for.




Mongda:

Last week we started the +hird quarter at
school, s0 now T have a whole bunch of new
classes. One of the classes T s-'she& vp for is
Som‘rhihs called Ih&e?ehéeh+ S-I-uJ?(.

I WANTED 4o sigh up for Home E.caharnics Vil
becavse T was ?rrH'y soo:l at Home Ec 1.

But ﬁciha sao& at sewing does not emc-H)/ buy
you PnPuLarﬁ'l?' points at school.

:ﬁ.h)md?!_. +his Ihdt?ehd:kﬁ 5-!‘-.:4?' ﬂ-.ihs is dh
experiment H-\e?'Jn ‘l'ryihg, out at our school for
‘ﬂ\e first time.



‘n-.e idea is that +he class 3e+s d.ssishe& d ?ro.jec‘r,
and then ’)'ou have +o work on it +o3e+her with ne
teacher in the room for the whole quarter.

ﬂ\a ca'h:h is that when _you'ra Jc—m, e\rsr‘yahe

n your’ group 3:1‘5 -f-he. Same ardda. I found out
'l*"l'\u% Rick?! ?isher 15 in rn?f class, which cauH be
a bis_ ?roHtm.

Rf-r.l:f.s l‘vis claim o fame is +hat helll ?itk +he
gum of ‘H‘\E bottom of a desk and chew it if fuu
pay him fi;-ry cents. So T dont reaﬂ?r have Hsh
,noPr.s for our final arn&a.

PR

'T:ac]nr we got our IhJePehJerﬁ S‘I'ur.’a)e assignment,
and guess what it is? We have to buld a robot.

At first everyﬁod;,‘ kind of freaked out, because
we -I'!'\ous\'\'l' we were going to have o build +he
robot from scratch.
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But Mr. Darnell told us we don't have to build
an actual robet. We Just need +o come vp with
ideas for what our robot r-ish'? look like and
what kinds of 'I'Hh&s it would be able 4o do.

Then he lef+ +he room, and we were on cur own.
We started brdihs-hrr-ihs risl-\-} dwdy. 1 wrote
down a bunch of ideas on the blackboard.

the robot would
do my homework TS
dao +he dishes
nake ey break-
b ™ fast

brush my teeth

E.ver)/body was pretty im?resSeJ with my ideas,
but it was easy to come up with them. All T
did was write down all the ﬂ\ihss T hate
daihs m?'scl{.

But a :m?h of the siﬂs got vp 1o the front of
+he room, and +\'\e)( hm} some ideas of their own.
'ﬂ'\e?l erased my list and drew up their own plan.
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'ﬂ'\e wanted to invent a robot that would SM:
you &a-h'ha advice and have ten W?es of |i? sloss
oh its ﬁnseﬁ.'?s.

All us auys *’r\ovsh-f +his was +he s-ru?ides-f idea
we ever heard. So we ended up 5P1H+.'h3 into tweo
groups, sFrls and boys. 'ﬂne bays went to ﬂ\.e
other side of the room while the girls stood
nrauhd +n”:Eh3.

Now +hat we had all the serious workers in one
place, we got to work. Someone had the idea
ﬂw*l‘ 700 cdh su.‘y ;,'aur name +o 1‘4‘\: robot and i+
cah sa;f it back to ’yo-u.

HiBOB it. iz
LEFd hiceE Lo
meet. 9o BOE.
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But then someone else ?oih-ha& out that you
shouldn't be able +o use bad words for your
name, because the robot shouldn't be able +o
curse. So we decided we shou!& come up wi‘l"h d
list of all the bad words the robot shouldnt be
able 4o say.

We came up with all the resulur bad words, but
then Ricl:y Fisher came up with -hveM')r more the

rest of us had never even heard before.

F&3D

Se R.‘ckr ended up being one of the most valuable
contributors on this FroJer.f.

'R4'3|-\+ before the bell rang, Mr. Darrell came
back in '1"ne room to &\eck oh our progress. He
?icke& vp the ?.'ue of paper we were wrF-l'.'hs oh

and read it over.
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To make a long story short, ThdePehdeh+ S%dy
is canceled for the rest of the year.

Bl

| ﬁ B
Well, at least it is for us bo}es. So if the robots
in the future are going around with cher 1?1:

gloss for {;nscrs, at least now you know how i+
all 3°+ started.

ursgd
Th school ‘h::dn?z ﬂ\r_y had a geheral assenH?r and
showed the movie “T+s Great 4o Be M:," which

‘H’\Ey S}\L‘M‘ us E'U’H'y }emr.

The movie is all about how yov should be }‘“?Pf
wi‘ﬂ'\ wha you are and hot chanse uh?l+hih3
about ?aursd-f‘.
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"FJ be hones+ wi‘ﬂ'\ yau, T +hink thats a reall
dumb message to be -I‘elhhs kids, esPecmll?e +he
ones at rny school.

Later on, -I'hzy made an dnnhouncement +hat
+here are some openings on +he Sa{:e-ty Patrols,
and that got me thinking.

TF someone Picks on a Safety Patrol, i+ can get
them SUSPEI"\JE:.JI. The wa:,' T ﬁsure it, T can use
nh?l extra ?ra-fec-mh I cah 3:'1'.

Plus, T realized +hat r-m?ri'ie b:ihs in a Posi'h'ah
of nuﬂﬂori‘l}! could be Sood for re.



BUT WE'VE
ARG PLEAsE BEEN STANDING
STREET NOW? HERE FOR AN

HOUR!

Y
Y
I ! :

N\

T went down to Mr. WFhsk')"s office and sished
self vp, and T got Rawlef to sign up, oo,
?-thouah-f Mr. N;hsk'y would make us do q
bunch of c}wi‘n—u?s or Jumping jacks or 50ne+|1-'h3
1o prove we were vp for the Job, but he Just
handed vs our belts and bndses on +he spot.




Mr. W.‘hsk}f said the a?erﬁhss were for a sPec;nl
assighment. Qur school is righ't next to the
elementary school, and 'ﬂ\a?r've got a %nlfﬂla}e
l:ih&er‘snr‘hh +here.

He wants us +o walk the morning session kids home
Iy ‘l‘}\: rm':Hle of ﬂ'\f. Ja;f. I rcnliu:l 'ﬂ'\ﬁ‘ meant
we would miss 'h\fth‘l?‘ mirwtes of Pre-Nﬂ:bra.
Rawle!y must have -ﬁ'surr.& +hat out, too, because
he started 4o s?eclk up- But T gave him a wicked
Pihd:]\ un&amnﬂ'\ ‘H\: &:sk i‘ir.{or’: }\c couu F.Hsh

Hs sentence.

T couldnt believe my luck. T was geting instant I)U“;J
protection and o free pass from half of Pre-Algebra,
and T didnt even have 4o lift a #Wxser.



vesda
'Té&o.?( was our first C’lr.t?! as Smcc'l}' Patrols. Me and
'Rowle)r dont hc}\h’cull?r have stations lke all +he
other Patrols, so that means we dont have to stand
out in the freezing cold for an hour before school.

But ‘ﬂ'nﬁ dr'dh"l‘ 5+O'F us -F'I"on conihs to -H'\e
cafeteria for the free hot chocolate +Jhe?' hand
out to the other Patrols before homercom.

Another great ?erk is that you gt to show vp
ten minutes late for first period.




IJr-. ‘l*eui'ns you, I'\r: sn'l‘ it made with -!+.is
Sa-f-r.-ly Patrol "rhihg_.

A+ 12:15, me and P\awlaf left school and walked
the kihdersadhers home. The whole trip ate uvp
forty-five minutes, and there were ahl?' weh-ly
mirwtes of Pr:—Ai&:bra lef+ wh:h we so{* back.

Nulk-ha the kids home was no sweat. But one of
the kindergartners started to smell a lite th?',
and T think mrbe he had an accdent in his ?o.h-rs.

He tried +o let me know about it, but T Just
stared s+r4E35n+ ahead and kr.?-l- wulk.’hs. T
take -ﬂ-\:s: kids hom:, but believe me, I didnt

sign vp for any diaper &u{-}a.




FEBRUARY
Wednesda
'E:-c!a. it snowed for 'H\a first time 'I'}\Js winter,
and school was canceled. We were suP?ast +to
have a fest in Pr:—.tﬂ\lsebrn, and Tve kind of
slnck:d aﬂ: ever Since I became a Sa-F:‘rPJ Patrol.
So T was ?s?'che:i.

T called Ro\-.dr.}; and told him to come over. Me and
Hn hu.\": been 'ht”(?hs about I:-uiHa'hs 'H'\: world's
ﬁr’saeﬁ snowman for 'H'\e pus+ mu?h of ymrs now.

Ah& wh:h I So.)r ‘rh: world’s bis&crl' Showmah,
I'r.-, not kiddihs. Our sadl is to sc'f into 'ﬂ'\c
"Guinness Book of World Records.”
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But every +ime weve gotten serious about going
for the record, all the snow has melted, and
we've missed our window of oP?or‘I'uri‘l}!. So +this
}{ur, T wanted o get started r‘ig’n‘r away.

\ﬁﬂ\ch Rowley came oVer, we started 'f'o“ihs -ﬁ\e
first snowball 4o make the base. T ﬁsured +he
base was aoiha 4o have to be at least ci5:|-+ feet
4all on its own if we wanted to have a shot at
br:u.kihs the record. But the snowball got real
hen\r;,r, and we %nd 4o take a bunch of breaks in

between rolls so we :oulcl -:rh:]\ our br‘:n'ﬂ'\.



pun'ns one of our br:u.ks, Mom came outside +o 90
4o the srocery store, but our snowball was blockins
her car in. So we got a little free labor out of her.

After our break, me and Rcwie}r ?ushed that
snowball unhil we couldnt ?ush i+ nhf farther.
But when we looked behind us, we saw the mess
we had made.
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The snowball had gotten so heavy +hat i+ tore
up all the sod Dad had Just laid down this fall.

T was 'haF;ns it would snow & few more inches
and cover up our tracks, but Just ke that, it

Qur plan 4o buld the world’s bissts**r Showman
was starting to fall n?ar“f. So T came up with a
better idea for our snowball.

E-v:r?( time i+ snows, the kids from Wh.’dey‘
Street use our hill for sle&d?hs, even ‘H'\ous}\ +his
isnt +|\eir hﬁshbarhoo&.
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So tomorrow mo!‘hih&, when the Whirley Street
kids come rnu.rcHhS up our hil, me and Rowic?‘ are
going to teach those guys o lesson.

ursSga
When E woke up +his morning, the snow was

nlr:u&;,v s+ar'l'§h3 to melt. So T +old 'Rowla?( to
l‘\ur‘r)v‘ vp and 3:+ down +o rwf }\ouse.

While T was warting for Rowh)r +o show vp, 1
hn'l‘chcd Mnhh?' + .'hs 1o build a snowman out of
the Pidd!y crumbs of snow that were left over

from our smowball.
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T4 was ac'h.-ully kind of Fa.-fh:-ﬁ:.

1 reo.”y couldnt hei? daihs what T did next.
Uhforhhﬂcl}' for me, rish-l' at that moment,
Dad was at the front window.




Dad was ALREADY mn& at me for -hun'hs up
-ﬂwe Sod, 50 'l: knew I was in for it. 'I ]\ear:i +|-1e
garage door open and T saw Dad coming outside.
He marched r.'s}d- out cerr?lins a snow shovel, and T
'H‘mus}rl' I was 3”‘“3 +o have o make a run for it

But qu was hcndihs for rn?( smwl:-u“, ot me.

And in less than a minute, he reduced all our

hard work o I'\o'ﬂ'\r'ha.
/" ‘ Eﬁ%




Rawle?r came JD},. a few mirwtes later. T 'ihnuslﬁ he
r-ﬁs}ﬁ a.:-l-uo.lly get a kick out of what hP?th.

But I guess ]'xr. }nid Hs h:ur‘l' set on ra"ihS
+hat snowball down the hill, and he was re-aH?'
mad. But get thist Ruwie}r was mad at ME for
what DAD did.

T +old Rawh?( he was I:-eihs d l:-ES buby, and we
got in a sho'rihe_ match. R;Sh+ when i+ looked like
we were going to get in an all-out 'ﬁsh*f, we got
uml:ushed from ﬂﬁc street.




T+ was a hit-and-run *’7 +he \hﬂ\idef Street kids.

Ah& if Mrs. Levine, rn?‘ Ehalish ﬂdcher, was
there, T'm sure she would have said the whole

. % it T
Srtuation wdas rohic.

Wednesda

)\344’7 at school -ﬂwy annourced there’s an opening
for ‘ﬂ\z cartoorist Job in -ﬂ-\e Sckoot paper- 'ﬂ\ere.‘s
only ohe comic slot, and vp urtil now this kid named
B()’dh Litte has been hogging it all +o himself.

164



Bryah *'ms +his comic called HWuCE}( ans;" and
when it started off, it was ar.-lwlly ?re-Hy -Fuhn);.

But Iu-h:ly, Br}'a.n's been using his ﬁri? 4o handle
his ?er&:ml business. T guess thats w‘n)e +he?(
su\re Hm ‘]'an axe.

Wacky Dawg Bryan Little
Hey, Actually, Susan Lim, if you are reading this,
Wacky I have Bryan is very sorry he kissed :our’
Dawg, say Something best friend Rachel behind the
somethin® Serious on || lockers. He hopes you can find it in
FUNNY! My mind your heart to forgive him,

] toCcLy. /
P.5. Barry Palmer,
you still owe Bryan

. five dollars, you

7a UM

As soon as T heard the news, T knew T had 4o
-l'ry out. "Nm:kf Pma" made Brynh Li+te a
:d:bri‘l'y at our school, and T wanted +o get in
on some of that kind of fame.

T had a taste of what it's like 4o be famous at
rv?( school when T won hororable mention in +his
antismoking contest +¥\e?' had.
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Al T did was trace a picture from one of
Rodrick’s heavy metal magazines, but 1u:ki|?', no
one ever found out.

DON'T SMOKE OR
you'LL LOOK LIKE ME.
.

‘ﬁ'\c l:.d ano won {Jrﬁ' ?tnce. i5 ham& Chr’is
Cnrhey. Ah& wq'w.‘}‘ kind of +icks me off is +that
Chris smokes at least a ?nc;: of cigarettes a du);.
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ursda
Me and Rowley decided to team up and do a
cartoon +a3e‘hzer. So after school 'h::lny he came
over to my house, and we 301' +o work.

We bdh&td out a bunch of characters real
quitk, but +hat +urned out +o be -rJne usy
?dl"‘h When we tried +o think up some Jakes,
we kind of hit a wall.

I {ihu“y came up with a 300& solution.

T made up @ cartoon where +he 'Fum!n line of
e.Very s+rif- is "Zoo-Wee Mama!"

That way we wouldnt get bosse& down with hn\riha

to write actual diokﬂ, and we could concentrate on
H‘\c ?;-:Jh.ﬂs.
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For ﬂwe first t:ou-F’se of s+ri?s, T did the wri-}ihs
and drew the characters, and Rw!e?' drew the
boxes arour-..-.'g +he ?.Hurcs.

Step on a crack,

break your

momma's back!

sli
‘Qﬁﬁra P::E;Tan 5.
she is dead.

Rowle Shﬁt& -:orn}:la.?h.ihs +¥~.u+ he Jidh*ﬁ' hm
enough 1o do, so T let him write a few of the strips.
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But 4o be *\ahes+ wH\-\ ?p‘cu, -H-sere was 4 pre
obvious :froF in qualH}( onhce Rawle?f started dnihs
+he er'iha.

I have !DCEH F“‘"“'}'! One
waiting three 'ndmb'-ﬂ’gen
hours o get

d kumburger-

T ™ sorry, Sir,
we are all
50|

E.\re.hhmkl?' T got kind of sick of the "Zoo-Wee
Mama" idea and I ?rﬁ"ry mt’n le+ Rawlr.y take

over the whole operation.
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And believe i+ or not, Ruwley's &rawihs skills
are worse than his writing skills.

At least i's
not an
acid Puddle.

Qops L ste ec!
3nP° Fu&dlzp

Cl

T +old Rowle?' rna)/be we should come vp with
Some hew i&eas, but !-qe J'us+ wa.'n-?ed +to ku?
writing "Zoo-Wee Mamas.” Then he Pncke& vp
his comics and went home, which was fine by me.
T dont reall)e want 1o be ?a.r-rher:rl vp with a
kid who doesnt draw noses, anyway.



Tiga
After Rowle.f lef+ ?uhrdo.?r, T reall gt to work
on Some comics. L came vp with +his t{nro.d’er called

Cm'a*ﬁoh the Cretin, and T gotona roll.

CREIGHTON THE CRETIN by Greg Hcf{'ler

HI, MY NO IT ISN'T.
NAME IS YOUR NAME IS
CREIGHTON. "STEWART PID.”

g

1



T rustie ‘bu.hs&:{ out hvreh‘ry s*l'n'?s ,and T
didn+ even break a sweat.

[ WONDER WHAT
IS IN THIS CUTE
LITTLE BOX?

%

THAT'S NOT A BOX, IT'S A
BRICK, YOU DUMB MORON!

OOPS. I HAVE BEEN TRYING
TO OPEN IT ALL DAY,

HAVE A NEW BUTT?
MY OLD ONE HAS A
CRACK IN IT.

DOCTOR, COULD 1 CREIGHTON, I TOLD

YOU A MILLION TIMES,
EVERYONE'S BUTT HAS
A CRACK IN IT!

The great thing about these “Creighton the Cretin”
comics is that with all the idiots running around my
school, T will NEVER run out of new material.




When T got o school %Juy, T +ook my comics
10 Mr. Tra's office. He's ﬂ\e -I-enc.her w}\a runs
the school newspaper.

But w’neh T went 4o +urn my s+r.'?s in, I Saw
+that there was a ?ile of comics from other kids
who were trying out for the job.

Most of them were Preﬁy bad, so T wasnt +oo
worried about +he corn?e‘ﬁ‘i'foh.

v don't walk near yeah, youre
Gl FlS our lunch table, not even

RULEL || tdergeent = o,

bg tabitha
cutter and
lisa russel
L J

ha ha ha ha ha
ha ha ha hal

I |
3 ‘@{?ﬁ




5 onna
I£_+ s rod

One of the comics was called “Dumb ‘Enchcrs,"
and i+ was written 5?' this kid named Bill Tritt.

Bill is niwa.?'s in detention, so T guess he has a
bone 4o ?Ick m‘-ﬂ-\ J'us+ about e\rcry hn:her in the
school, including Mr. Tra,

7



So T'm not too worried about the chances of
Bill's comic getting in, either.

There were actually one or two decent comics in
the bin. But T s'liwed them under a pile of
?nPerwark on Mr. Tra's desk.

Ho?c'fuﬂy, those ones wont +urn vp until T'm
in Hsh school.




ursga
'T;)r.ld.?‘ 4 r.lun"hs mrhihs ahnouhcements, 3 1 304.'
the news I was ho?ihs for.

271

‘n\: paper came out '}odn}f at lunch +time , and
th‘er?'ahc was readihs it.

T rmii?( wanted +o f—.’ck up & copy to see my
name in print, but T decided 4o just play it cool
for a while instead.
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T sat at the end of the lunch table so +here
would be Pi:h‘i?t of room for me to start signing
o.u‘h::sra.?JnS for P?( new fans. But hobocly was l:or-ihs
over +o tell me }'\ow sn:u.'l' n?' comic was, and I
started to get the feeling something was wrong.

i srn%ed a paper and went into the bathroom
+o r.h:r.l: it out. Ahd whe‘n I Saw m?' comic, I.
?rn:ﬁcn!lf had a heart attack.

Mr. Irn told me l'\r. 'hu.d made some ' minor
edits” 4o comic. 1. +hou3h‘l' he va-l' meant he
fixed S?r.ﬂiha mistakes and stuff like that, but
he totally butchered it.

ﬂ\: comic he ruined was one of favorite ohes,
too. Tn the original, Creighton :{-e Cretin is +aking
a math test, and he n-:n'rlehhlly eats it. And then
the teacher )fells at him for hdhs sich a moron.



B?' the time Mr. Tra was done with it, you
Pru.:ﬁcali?' couldnt recoghize it as the same strip.

Creighton the Curious Student by Gregory Heffley

Teacher, if x + 43 = 89, Creighton, x would be 46!
then what would x be? \\

“&

Thanks. Kids, if you want to learn
more about math, be sure to visit
Mr. Humphrey during his office
- hours. Or visit the library and
check out the newly expanded
I_ Math and Science section!

So T'm pretty sure T won't be signing uu-rasra?}\s

nhffima Sooh.
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MARCH

Weﬂhzs&?{
Me and owle.)/ were ehJayms our hot chocolate

in the cafeteria with the rest of the Patrols
today, and there was an annhouncement on the

1oudsFr.nl:cr.

L5

Rowir. went Jawh 4o Mr. Wmsk 5 o-ﬂ'-lc:, ﬁ'ncl
when Rowiey came back fifteen r-uhu+es later, he

looked Fraﬂy shaken up-

A??nrch-}l}( Mr. \o\lnhsky got a call from a ?-ar:hi'
who said +:h:?r withessed Rowley +:rr'ar-1.h3
the klhd-eraur‘-fhars when he was SU?PGSCJ +o be
wu.|kihs +hem hc—me from school. Ahd Mr. wihsk;{
was r:nﬂy mad about it.
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Rawl:y said Mr. \fjihSL’.y yell::i at him for about

ten minutes and said his actions “J.‘srﬁ?cdei

the {m&se."

You |t'm'.‘1nl'J T think T r-m's’n‘l' ‘jus+ know what +this
is all about. Last week, Rowley had to +take a
quiz durfhs fourth ?en'n&, so L walked the
kihclcrsnﬁhers home on m?' own.

I‘l‘ had rained that marhihs, and there were a
lot of worms on the sidewalk. So T decided to
‘\cwc some fun wiﬂ\ *t‘he kiJs.
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But some hﬁs}mborhoad 'Iqéf saw what T was
doihs, and she yelizd at me from her front ?orc'h.

T+ was Mrs. Trvine, who is friends with Rowkr's
mom. She must have %nugh‘!' T was Rnwlz}r,
because I was i:orrowihs his coat. .-':\hd I wasnt
about 4o correct l-\:r, eiﬂ\er.

T Foraa‘f about the whole incident until ‘I'ariﬁ?(.

F\.h}'wa.?', Mr. \njfhsk?' told Rawl:'y he's going to
l‘-.:wc +o n?olosi?.e +o 'f.he. thchrsa.r‘}hcrs tormorrow
rnof'h.'hs, and 'I'q'\a.'i' hc‘s SuSPt.h&!.d from Patrols
-For a weel:.
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T knew T should ro‘bn{ﬂy Just tell Mr. Nuhskf it
was me who chased the kids with the worms. But
T wasn't ready 4o set the record s-‘.'rmalﬁ Jus-‘r
)(:-r. T knew if T confessed, T4 lose my hot
c]\ocolnh. ?ri\'ﬂcscs. Ahd -H'wd' ﬁ'sh*l' -Fher’z was
chaush +o make me kce? 1uie+ for 'ﬂ'.c +ime l:reihs.

At dinner ‘I‘Ghi&"ﬂ', Mom could +ell sonﬂhihg
was ba‘H‘\r_ﬁhs me, 5o she came up to hf room

afterward +o talk.

T 40ld her T was in a +ou3¥\ situation, and T
didnt know what +o do.

L got o give Mom credit for how she handled
it. She didnt try to p and get all the details.
All she said was 'H'm'l' gshnd& to do the
nsh-l' +5n|h3, becavse it's our C“\mtts +hat make

us 'hf“\n we dre.

|

3
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T ﬁsure that's ?re-Hy decent advice. But Tm still
not 100% sure what Tm going to do tomorrow.

ursga
Well, T was up all night +ossing and turning
over this Rawie}r sitvation, but T 'F-'ha."?' made
up r-.?ﬂ mind. T decided +he ﬁs"ﬁ' 'I"nihs to do
was to JUS"’ let Rcwk?’ take one for the team
+'h|5 time around.

On the way home from school, T came clean with
Rowle m! told him the whole truth about what
hn??ehzd, nh& how i+ was me whn chus:d +|-1e
kids wH‘}\ +'h: worms.
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Then T +old him there were lessons we could
both learn from this. T 4old him T learned +o be
more careful about what T do in front of Mrs.
Trvine's house, and that he learned a valuable
lesson, too, which is this: Be careful about who
you lend your coat to.

1 GUESS THIS HAS
BEEN A LEARNING
EXPERIENCE FOR

BOTH orF us!

'TE: be '\ohcﬁ' wi'H'\ ?'au, r-u?' message didn'+ seem
+o be se'H'ihs +}1roush +o Rowiey.

We were suP?oseJ to hang out after school
'h:Juy, but ke said he was Jus+ 3o[r~.5 +o 90 home
and take a hap.

T couldn't ren"}( blame him. Because if T didn't
ha.\fl: ™ ]\o'l' c}\om!u'\'t this mr‘hihs, I waulclh"l'
have I-md much chers)r, either.
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When T got home, Mom was waiting for me at
‘H\: front door.

DID YOU DO
THE RIGHT
THING?

i

Mom +ook me out to get some ice cream as a s?::ial
+reat. And what +his whole :?Isade has +nu3’n+ me

is that e\rery once in & while, i+s not such a bad

5

-ﬁ:

idea o listen +o your mother.
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Tesdey

'ﬂ-u:re was another announcement on ﬂ».e lou&s?enker
+o¢.Jm?!, and to be honest with 7“' I kind of

-ﬂsured +his one was comiha.

GREG HEFFLEY, PLEASE
REPORT TO MR.
WINSKY'S OFFICE.

SI\PPPP...

I krew i+ was Jur} a matter of +ime before I
get busted for what ha??:md last week.

When T aot to Mr. Winsky's office, he was
rmﬂy mn&. Mr. Wihsk?( told me 'I"na‘l' ah
“anonymous source’ had informed him that T
was the real culprit in the wor’w:has.’ha incident.

"n".:h hr. ‘h:]:l me I was relieved of rv?( Sﬂ.i‘-‘cv
Patrol duties "effective immtdiﬁely.'
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Well, i+ doesnt take a detective to {ie‘urt out
that the anohymous source was Rawie?‘.

T cant believe Rowley went and backstabbed
me like that. While ijns sitting there getting
chewed out b;,' Mr. WFhsky, T was -ﬂwih}:ihs, T
need to remember to give my friend a lecture

about Io?ﬂ d.l-ry.

Later on -I-o&n?r, Rowle got reinstated as a Patrol.
And get +his: He ndunlly got a PROMOTIONN.
Mr. Wihsk}i said Rowla)r had “exhibited di&hiv

under false suspicioh.
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T kus!ﬂ about reall}r letting Rowle?! have i+
for ratting me out like that, but then T

realized sohe'l'}\ins.

Th June, all the officers in the Sq-Fl:‘l'y Patrols
9o oh a -}r;? +o Six Flnss, uh& 'H'\:P{ s:+ 4o +ake
ulohs one friend. T need 4o make sure P\awlt);
knows T'm his Su}(.

7] A
Like E said befare, +5ne worst ?nr'l' of seﬁins
kicked off Sn{c'l}‘ Patrols is ]as[hs your hot
chocolate Pr.‘vilcsas.

E\r:r}e mrhihs, I ae +o ‘I:h: back door of the
cafeteria so Rowlt?e can hook me up-
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But either my friend 5nas gone deaf or he's +oo
bus?r kissihs the other officers butts o notice me
at the window.

Tn fact, row that T think of i, Rowle:,' has been
TOTALLY sm'hs_ me ‘H‘\e cold shod&er Id‘h:b(. AN.JI
thats really lame, because f T recall correcﬂy,

HE' S +he one that sold ME out.

Even kuSh Rowley has been a +otal Jark ku.-!-cl?',
T 4ried 1o break +he ice with him +odd)(, anyway.
But even THAT didn't seem to work.

éf-ﬁ?nrr .

ey ——
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APRIL
rigo
E.Vcr since ‘H’\: worm inddr.h‘h Rowle }ws been
*‘\u.hsahs out with Collin Lee every du?c after school.
What renll?' stinks is that Collin is su?Foseé to
be MY backup friend.

'ﬂ-\ose Su?‘s are nc'hhﬂ 'hrhnu?f ridiculous. Té&n?(,
Rowle?r and Collin were wearing these mﬂhhs
T s’n-r*rs and i+ made me Ju.ﬁ' about want to vomit.

]l'E__!-E”__IEI-

15 diM

After dinner +nrﬁ5h+, T saw Rowl:y and Collin
wn|k[h3 up +he hill 'I'ost‘l'htr, r.}wnnihs it up-
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Collin had his overnight bag, so T knew 1-1\:?;
were going to do a 5|::Po\rcr at Rawle?(ls.

And T +’nou5%+, Well, two can Pln.?‘ at THAT
game. The best way to get back at Rowlc;,f was
+o 3e+ a new best friend of own. But
uhfor-}uhn-}el?u +he "hlf person who came +o mind
n'sh-r at that moment was Fresley.

I went up o Fresh;(’s wi‘ﬂ\ ™ o\'emish‘l' *ms 50
Rowl:?' could see T had other g‘fchd options, too.

When I 50-1' ‘HﬁaFE, 'Fr't.sh?f was h h;s front
yur& s+abb.'n3 a kite with a stick. Thats when
T started 4o +Hhk mqybr. -H\is wash+ -H-xe bes+
idea after all.




But Rowla?( was in his front ?'nr&. and he was
mﬁ}iﬁs me. So T knew there was no furning back.

T invited r»}'self into Fresle)r's house. His mom said
she was excited +o see Frcslr.?‘ with a H?la)rmh,“
which was a term T was not 4oo enthusiastic about.

Me and 'Fre&le? went upstairs to his room.
‘Freslr.y tried +o get me to ?Iu.?‘ Twister with
hih* so I made sure I 5‘1':1.7:& ten feet n.wn?'
from him at all +imes.

T decided that T should just pull +he plug on
-Fhis s-fu?id i&:u and ae hom. But :\ftl'?l +ime I
looked out the window, Rawlef and Collin were
sill in Rowle?('s front ?ro.r&.
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T didnt want to leave until those 9uys went back
inside. But things started 4o aet out of hand with
Fr:sle:( ?rrHy qtid:l?'. When T was lookihs out the
window, 'Frtslcy broke into y bﬁ:k?ﬂk and ate the
whole bqs of J'ell)( beans T had in there.

‘Freslcy’s one of these kids who's not SUP?ased
+o eat uh?' Sugar, so two minutes later, he was

bouhcihs off the walls.

Frtsle?' S'I'o.r‘l'e:! nl:'l‘ihs like a total maniac A and
he chased me all around his upstairs.

2 kc?'l' ﬂ'nihkihs he was Sths +o come down off
of his sugar ,nis}\, but he didn't. E\rth'i'un"r, I.
locked n?'sel{: in his bathroom to wait him out.
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Arcuhi:l' 11:30, 30'1‘ :iuu'e’f out in '!*'II'\e hnllwq}z.
That's when Fresle)f sh'??m} a piece of paper
vhder -I-'h: door.

L L5LIP.

I Pi:ke& it vp and reo.d it

'DQCH" 67&30!‘7,
T'm very sorry L
Chqsec‘,l )?OU WI'ZJ\ a
'boojer on My anser.
HET&, I FU‘"" It on
this paper so you
can get me back .

=
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That's the last +Jnin3 T remember before T
blacked out.

I came to r-\r SENSES a few }\ours later. A{‘-"mr I

woke vp, T cracked the door open, and T heard
shoring coming from Fresia?"s room. So T decided
to make a run for it.

Mom and Dad were not hq???l with me for getting
them out of bed at 2:00 in +he mar‘nihs. But by
+hat ?oih‘i', T could r'ca.HY care less.




Meonda

Well, me and 'Rawle)/ have am'dull?l been ex-friends
for about a month how, and to be honest with
you, I'h better off W;'H"-Ou"’ Nim.

Th slnd T can JuS'l' do whatever T want without
hm‘hs +o worry about mrr)'ihs all that dead
wds’fﬂ' around.

Ln+e|?( I'\'e been hqhsihs out in Rodrick's room
after school and going 'Ihr'oush his stuff. The other
dd;(, T found one of his middle scheol r:nrbool:s.

Ra&rick wrote on everyl:-od?«'s ?ir.-l-ure n h.’s
yenrboak, s0 you can tell how he felt about all
the kids in his grade.

196



E.,\rcr?' once in o while, T see Rodrick's old classmates
around town. And T have 4o remember o thank
Rodrick for mk.’r\s church a lot more Ih'fer‘est"ns.

But the page in Rodrick’s }renrbook that's
rcu."); ih+l:t":$+ih3 is +he Class Favorites page-

“ﬂmi"s wher‘e H-\e ?u+ ?ic-!'urts of -H-qe kids who
aet voted Mos+t opular and Most Talented and
all that.
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Rodrick wrote on his Class Favorites page, too.

MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED

Ne"d)

i 0

Bill Watson Kathy Nguyen

You krow, this Class Favorites ‘ﬂ\;hs has rcali?«
3°+ r-.y gears +urh|ih3.

'I'F YOU can se'f }murseH-' voted onto the Class
Favorites page, ?mu‘re Pracﬁcal?: ah immor+tal.
Even if you don't live vp 40 what you got
Picked for, it doesn't rea.H?( matter, becavse it's
oh permanhent record.

P:a?lc still +reat Bill Watson like he's sam:-l'hihs

s?eu'ul, even +l.-\nusl:\ l;\e ended up .:Irc:??ihs ouvt of
}\ish school.
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Ve still run into him at the Food Barn every

ohce ih a while.

So here’s what Tm +hihk.'h5-‘ This school year
has been kind of a {:-us-l-, bt if T can 3e+ voted
as a Class Favorite, Tl ge out oh a Hg’n note.

Tve been 'I'r?(ihs +o think of a “ﬂﬁc’rf T have
a shot at. Most Po?ular and Most Athletic are
Je-ﬁrﬁhl?‘ out, so T'm going to have to find
som-l-h.'ns thats a little bit more in reach.

At first T 'H'\oush-l' m:;be T should wear nnlly
nice clothes for the rest of +he yr.nr so T can
3:1' Best Dressed.
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But that would mean I would hn\re to st'l‘ m?'
picture taken with Jenna Stewart, and she
dresses like a Pilsr.'n.

w!dhgﬂﬂ;
Las+ h.'sh-f T was |an3 in bed, and i+ hit me: T
should 9° for Class Clown.

T+s not like T'm known for hihs real -Fuhh?( at
school or nhy+hih3, but if T can ?u" off one J(:h'\gI
?rd.hk rish'f before \foﬁhs, 'Hw‘? could do it.




MAY

ihursdq?:
"'l—mln?' was +r?(|'h3 +to -ﬂsure out how T was

going to sheak a thumbtack onto Mr. Worth's
chn;r h His-h-.-r w’neh l\r. 5uid sane-rhihs +hn+
made me rethink my ?ldh.

Mr. Worth 4old us he has a dentist's appointment
tomorrow, So were snihs to hu.‘f: a substitute.
Subs are like comic sold. You can say Just about
nhffh'ha ?mu wanht, and you cant get in +rouble.

GREG HEFFLEY,
WILL YOU PLEASE
DO THIS PROBLEM?

WELL, I HARDLY
THINK THAT'S...




T walked into my HFSJFOT}’ class ‘roday, r:u&?'
to execute m7 Pinh. But when I sa"r ‘o 'ﬂ\t
c‘mr_. guess w}wo the substitute hncher was?

77

Of all +he P:oPle in the world to be our sub
h.-&n?r, it was Mom. T %ws}fl' Moms Jd?fs of
getting involved at my school were over.

She used +o be one of +hose ?ar:h'fs who came
in to ’nei? out in the classroom. But +that all
c*\nhsz& after Mom volunteered 4o be a
c}wdycmha for our field 'h‘-'? 4o the zoo when

'I: was in Jrhirc{ Sru.d:.



Mom had Pr‘e?ured all sorts of material 4o kelF us
kids a??reda.‘rc the different txhibi‘l's, but all
anyone wanted to do was wq'l‘:’n +}\e ahimals 90
+to 'H'\c {:-d't‘hroorn.

An n?i, Mom 'fu'h")/ {oiled mf ?lnh 4o win Class
Clown. T'm Jus+ |uck); +here’s not a :n‘i‘asory
called Bisserl' Mama s Bo?!, because after ‘}odu}(,
T4 win that one in a landslide.
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\!\I:dh:;&d.;,‘_

'ﬂ-\e school paper came out asuuih +DJ¢Y. I quH’
my Jab as school cartoonist after "Creig;‘\'i‘oh the
Curious Student” came out, and I d;dh"!' r'e.o.“y
care whe -H-.e?d ?.'-:ked 4o rc?hce me.

But everyone was Iu.us}niha at the comics page at
|uhch 50 I ?nckcd up 4 cop to see whu.*l' wds 50
'Funh?' And when T opened it UP, T couldnt
believe my eyes.

'I+ was ' Zoo-\Wee Mama." Ahd of course Mr. Ira.
didnt chahae a single WORD of Rnwle}f’s strip.

Zoo-Wee Mama by Rowley Jefferson

am not a
'.dd:’ I om just
one of thase do
with lon hmr

50 r\n + unks
+o




So now Rowleyjs getting all the fame +ha+ was
Su??ase& 4o be mire.

WILL YOU PUT

E.\reh +he teachers are l:rssms Rowley's butt. "J:
almost lost my lunch when Mr. \nlor{»z
chalk in Hisi'a'r'-y class—

Jro??u} his
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Monda

This “Zoo-Wee Mama" H‘\ihﬁ has rea.Hy got me
worked vp- Ruwl:?' is getting all the credit for o
comic that we came up with +asc1+.c.r. T ﬁsuu&
‘l:he leas+ he could do was ?u‘l’ m?‘ hame oh H'-.c
s-h'i? as the co-creator.

So T went vp to Rawler after school and +old
}u‘m +hat's what he was gonha have 4o do. But
Rowley said “Zoo-Wee Mama™ was all HIS idea
and that T didn't have uh}(‘rhihg to do with i+.

T guess we mustve been 'ht”:ihs ?r:‘Hy |om:|,
because +he next H‘-:’h& f‘"" khew, we attracted

a l'.l"OWEI.




The kids at my school are ALWAYS Hc’nihe +o
see a 'ﬁs}\'h Me and Rowl:r tried +o walk away,
but +hose 9uys weren+ going to let us 9o unl

'Hﬁt.;{ Saw us ‘H‘!rﬁw SomE ?uhches.

Tve rever been in a real 1&5}\1- before, so T didn+
krow how T was Su?PoseJ 4o stand or hold m
Lists or o.hyﬂ\.'ha. And you could +ell Ruwle?'
didnt krow what he was daihs ei‘bhcr, because he
Just started prancing around like a |:?ret|'muh.

T was prety sure T could +ake Rowl:y in a
ﬁslﬁ'l', but +he -Ihihs that made me hervous was
the fact that Rowhy takes karate. T don+t know
what kind of hor.US*Pocus ‘H‘ut;{ +each in Ro\-ﬂe)r's
karate classes, but the las+ -}hihs T needed was
for him +o 1-1.;.' me out right there on the b!ncki‘o?.
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Before me or Rowley made a move, there was a
screeching sound in the school parking lot. A
bunch of hcnaaers ho..;{ s-l-o??ed +heir Pp'cku?
truck, and 'ﬂ\ey started ?EIFhs out.

T was Just hny?y that cvcr?'ahc's atention was
on +he feenagers instead of me and P\owiey. But
all the other kids took off when the teenagers
started hend.‘h\g our way.

And then T realized that these teenagers
looked awfu“y familiar.

'ﬂ*.a.+’s when i+ hit me. "ﬂ\ese were the same
3!.75 w“\a c]\-ﬁcd me a.hcl Rowh nrouh& on
Halloween thl'\‘h and -H‘ntf *mc(

{ihn"?( cnu&l‘r{' up
wi-ﬂ-. us.
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But before we could make a run for it, we had our
arms thm& I?t}\lh& our backs.

Those auys wanted 4o teach us a lesson for
‘ruun{'?hs ‘l"nem oh Hn”owuh hia}ﬂ" u.hd ‘I'-'nr.
started arguing over what -H-\e?f should do with us.

But 4o be honest with you) T was more concerned
about som:ﬂnihg else. 'ﬂ'\r. Chr_ese was only & few
feet from where we were s+a.nd.h3 on the anckh\a;

and i+ was look-’hs nastier +than ever,
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‘ﬂ'\: I}aa Jﬂ:chug:r’ must }m\r: -:a.ua'n'l' rn?( :?Jt,
because +he mext ‘ﬂ‘\ih& T knew, he was loothS
at +he Cheese, +oo. Ahd T guess +hat gave him
+he idea he was lookiha for.

Rowl:?f got sihsleJ out first. The i:ig kid sru.{vbeci
Rowhf and dmage& him over 4o the Cheese.

Now, T dont want 4o sny e;mc‘H?J what }mP?ehcd-
nex+. Because if Rowhy ever +ries to run for
President and someone finds out what these auys

r-m.de h’m do, 1‘\: wc-h"l' l'mv: a t%‘\dh\‘.c.

So T put it to you +his way: "ﬂ-qe’y made Rowlc?f
. the Cheese.




T knew ‘ﬂ\e?r were gohnd make me do i+, too. L

started to ?uhic, because I knew I wasn+t 30?»'\3

4o be able +o -ﬁslﬁ my way out of this situation.

So T did some fast +u|kih5 instead.

1 WOULD, BUT
I'™M ALLERGIC
TO DAIRY!?

(730

And believe i+ or not, i+ d.c-}uull?( worked.

YOURE
LUCKY,
PUNK! ke

i1
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T guess +he feenagers were satisfied -Hu?r had
made their point, because after they made
Rowle?' finish off +the rest of the Cheese, ﬂ\e}r
let us go0. "ﬂwey got back in their +ruck and
took off down the road.

Me a.h& RowL:y wnlkcd hom: 'I'oscﬂ\:r. B+ hci‘ﬂ\:r’
one of us rcnll.?; said uh?rﬂ\ihs on the way back.

T +hought about mentioning to Rowle)r that
no.?'bc he could have ?ullr.J out a cou?le of his
karate moves back +here, but snme-!'hr'ns told me
1o hold off on +hat 'Hﬁnusi'\'t for ris"\-l' how.

SHUDDER
SHUDDER




UESQA

A+t school +o&a.f, +he teachers let us outside
after luhcl:\.

']:+ +ook about five seconds for someone +o
realize the Cheese was missing from its spot on

+he Hack‘h}?.

E-\reryﬁoc!)r crowded around to look at where the
Cheese used 4o be. Nubo&y could believe i+ was
u.:.+ua"?' gone.

PeoPie started r.or-ins vp with 'ﬂ\eSt cra:.y ﬁmr?es
about what hu??cmé +o i+. Some said that
nny‘b: +he Cheese arew 1:35 and walked away.



T+ took all my self-control 4o kee? my mouth
shut. And if awley wash + S+ﬁhd-|'hs ris’h‘f

there, T hahes-ﬂy dont know if T could have
kc?-l' quivl'.

A cou?h of the 3u;;5 who were nr_guins over what
haP?:h:d +to ﬂwc ChceSt were ‘H’\c same ohes who
were eggihg me and Rawle?l an +erc|a.f af+ernoon.

Se I khew it wasnt 301'1’\3 +o be ||r.n".5 bE‘Fare
someone put +wo and two ‘t‘oaefher and -ﬁaured out
+hat we must have had same’rh-‘na to do with i+

Rowle?f was starting to panic, and T don+t
blame him, either. Tf the truth ever came out
about how the Cheese clisa?Pnr:tL Row'lt.?l would
be finished. He'& ,nd\l'e +o move out of 'ﬂ'\: state,
and ma?fbe even the c::uh-l'r}r.

214



That's when T decided +o s?eak up.

T +old t‘vt:r?(ohr. that T knew what *\u??thed to
the Cheese. T said T was sick of i+ btihs on the
Eluck-to?J and T Just decided +o get rid of it once
and for all.

For a second -H-.ere, E\reryohz Juﬁ' froze. T
ﬁ\ou&’lﬁ‘ FmFlc were going to start +hank;h5 me
for what T did, but bo}( , was L wrong.

T reuﬂ;{ wish T had worded my story a little
di{-ﬁereh‘ﬂy. Because if T threw away the Cheese,
guess what that meant? T+ meant that T have
+he Cheese Touch.




JUNE
riga
Well, if Rowle?f qP?recia'hd what T did for him
last week, he hasn't said it. But we've started
]\nnsihs out after schmi asm'h, So I guess -Hw.‘t

means me and him are back 4o normal.

DIRPER
AHERD!
/

-

T can honestly say that so far, having the
Cheese Touch hasnt been all that bad.

T+ so'l' me out of dcu'ns +he Squnre Dance unit
in Phys Ed, because no one would partner vp

with me. And T've had the whole lunch +able 1o
l"'l?lStHE :\':r:,' &n;{.

ToJa.;f was the last clu}( of school, and +\‘1e}z
handed out )fea.rbooi:s after eis}rl‘}x ?e.rEod.
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I ﬂl??‘!& +o 'H'\t Class ?a.vorf‘h:s page, uhd
here's the picture that was waiting for me.

CLASS CLOWN

Rowley Jefferson

A" I can suy 15, if nh)mm wants a free }(eurﬁook,
-ﬂ\e?' can dig one out of the trash can in the
back of the cafeteria.

Yau kmw, Rawity cdn hd.\.'c Class Clown -For all I
care. But if he ever 5e+s +oo bfs for his {:-r['h'.hes,
T Just remind him that he was the avy who ate
+he .
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T'll be famous one day, but for now T'm stuck
in middle school with a bunch of morons.

Being a kid can really stink. And no one knows this better
than Grng Hefley, who finds himself thrust inte middle
school, where undersized weaklings share the hallways
with kids who are taller, meaner, and slready shaving.

In Diary of a Wimpy Kid, author and illustrator Jeff Kinney
introduces us to an unlikely haro. Az Grog says in his diary:

Just dont =exFet+ me to be all “Dear Piar}.’"
this and "Dear Diary" that.

Luchilr for us, what Grqg Ho“lul_f says he wor't do and
what he actually does are two very different things.
wwwminpykidaem
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